
Act nine of the Washington talks: 

Making or 
breaking the 

peace process 




By Laney Salisbury 
Special 10 The Star 

AMMAN — Act nine of re¬ 
newed Middle East peace talks 
slated for next week is the 
make or break round Palestini¬ 
an and Israeli masses, increas¬ 
ingly impatient with the talks, 
will no longer accept the politi¬ 
cal scripts from past rounds. 
What they are demanding now 
are tangible results. 

If these tangible 
results are not re¬ 
alized, both sides 
will find it in- 
creasingly diffi- wst 

cult to find the vi- P 

tal popular 
support needed to 
continue the talks. 

"Vital political ||p 

statements, such ||| 

as a pledge to end 
deportations, is 
not enough. They 
are just words. 

The Palestinians — — 

need to come out 

of the ninth with a 

political breakthrough." said a 

western diplomat following the 

talks. 

Such breakthroughs could act 
confidence building meas- 
' r (he growing number of 


Pales tinians already waxy of 
the talks and could take the 
form of an Israeli release of po¬ 
litical prisoners. 

Measures could also include 
a clearer Israeli position on UN 
Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338. 

"The Palestinian negotiators 
have to have something tangi¬ 
ble for die masses in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. 

"If they decide to go they are 
putting a lot on the line, not 
only the peace process bat 
also their personal credibili¬ 
ty. They have national pasts 
and hope to have national 
futures," said the diplo- 


m 


mm 




mat. 

However, ifs still too early 
to tell at what point negotia¬ 
tions will resume on April 20. 
But the pace is likely to be fast¬ 
er than in the past 17-months. 


Diplomatic offensives ahead 
of the talks by Egyptians, Pal¬ 
estinians and Syrians with 
Washington aim to clarify the 
talks' basic principle of the 
1991 Madrid formula. 

'There is a need to go back to 
clarify one question — die 
West Bank, Gaza Strip, includ¬ 
ing East Jerusalem, is it occu¬ 
pied territory or 'disputed 
land? 1 ' said Tayseer Arowe, an 
Amman -based adviser to the 
Palestinian delegation. 

Arowe added that the Pales¬ 
tinians need a dear-cut position 
from Israel on UN resolutions 
242 arid 338' "to achieve-any 
progress or breakthroughs in 
the negotiations. 

_ Thus is what we have 
r learned from our experi¬ 
ence after eight rounds 
_of talks," he said. 

That dear stand must 
—. be made before the talks 

resume or at the outset 
^ of die first round, other 

, Palestinian advisers have 
said. The United States 
has expressed interest to 
have the talks continue indefi¬ 
nitely until a settlement is ar¬ 
rived aL 

The second item on die agen¬ 
da will be establishing an inter¬ 
im government in the Occupied 




Territories. Arowe told The 
Star an interim government 
should be established a few 
months after negotiations end, 
which he optimistically says 
will take six months. 

He implied the transitional 
government will achieve a bet¬ 
ter economic and political bal¬ 
ance with both Israel and Jor¬ 
dan. 

"From our side, we have a 
better understanding of a transi¬ 
tion government," Arowe said. 

Jerusalem also is likely to 
pop up soon in the talks. Arowe 
described Israel's recent an¬ 
nouncement to possibly accept 
Palestinian negotiators from Je¬ 
rusalem as "an indirect agree¬ 
ment to have Jerusalem on the 
agenda." 

"We are going to touch the 
question concerning Jerusalem 
alongside the other Occupied 
Territories.... so as not to put it 
in the provocative way. We 


Genie in the bottle! 

Jordanians sow 
investments in Sudan's 
fertile soil 


By Bilal Htijawi 

Star Staff Writer 

AFRICA’S LARGEST country, 
Sudan, is proving to be a fertile 
ground for Arab investments 
—- especially Jordanian. Those 
who have visited the country 
come back with one important 
message: Jordanian business - 
men have a second home 
there. "But not only Jordanians, 
other Arab investors are also 
invited to set up commercial 
ties with the Sudanese," said 
Mr Omar Na'na’a, Jordan Trade 
Association’s (JTA) liatson of- 
ficerin Khartoum. 

"The Sudanese have 
stretched their arms eastward to 
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Jordan,” affi r m ed Mr Fahed 
Shawwa, marketing and coordi¬ 
nating manager at Jordan, Ku¬ 
wait Agriculture & Food Prod¬ 
ucts Co. "The government is 
reluctant to deal with most 
Western nations for fear of be¬ 
ing cut off, should UN sanc¬ 
tions be imposed on them. As 
some nations are attempting to 
pin down responsibility of ter¬ 
rorist actions by Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists on them." he said. 

The company executive add¬ 
ed that his company has just 
entered the Sudanese market 
and things look pretty good. "In 
our case, we'd, sell them fertiliz¬ 
ers and be paid by the Jordan 
Central Bank. In turn, the Cen¬ 
tral Bank would arrange for re¬ 
imbursement through a Suda¬ 
nese sesame import deal by 
another merchant. 

Jordan, a short sea voyage 
from Port Sudan, is an ideal 
trading partner. Both countries 
enjoy a flood of investment 
capital, which had poured in 
following the Gulf War. Be¬ 
cause of their political stance 
during the occupation of Ku¬ 
wait, both countries were pen¬ 
alized by GCC states. 

But while Jordan's factories 
are churning out better quality 
products, it is looking for new 
markets to replace bolted tradi¬ 
tional ones in the Gulf and else¬ 


where. 

It is here that both Jordanian 
merchants and their Sudanese 
counterparts found a common 
ground. Jordanians are talking 
about economic compatibility 
with Sudan — a country of 24 
milli on inhabitants and thou¬ 
sands of square kilometers of 
cultivable land. "Where Sudan 
needs expertise in industry, ser¬ 
vices ana consumer products, 
Jordan also needs Sudanese 
raw materials," said Mr 
Na'na'a. 

The word in the street among' 
Jordanian investors is that "Su¬ 
dan is a genie in a bottle." A 
market-study, executed by 
■JTA, confirmed Sudan's omnip¬ 
otent resource position among 
African nations. The report 
concluded that the country has 
a massi ve and extremely fertile 
land, water, abundant animal 
resources and huge mineral de¬ 
posits that include commercial 
oil reserves in die southern part 
of the country. Yet the report 
also said that only a fraction of 
Sudan's potential has been uti¬ 
lized. 

Economic upheaval took a 
hold of that country in the early 
seventies, when easy borrow¬ 
ing on the international market 

Continued on page 3 



Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin during their summit meeting in 
Ismatita on the Suez Canal Wednesday, The two men dis¬ 
cussed ways to re-launch the peace process and bring the 
Palestinians back to the negotiating table for the 20 April 
meeting in Washington ’President Mubarak told reporters 
that Rabin is a man of peace. 

Concessions on sales 
tax softens opposition 

By Star Staff Writer 

AS THE Sales Tax measure is to be enacted by a temporary law 
commencing 1 May, overwhelming opposition in the private sec¬ 
tor started to partially soften in response to latest official conces¬ 
sions. The gove rnme n t , drawn to middle ground in die ongoing 
tug-of-war with die private sector, conceded a down-rated 5 per¬ 
cent tax against the 10 percent rate announced on I January 1993. 

Feeling shipped of protection, statements by the Chamber of In¬ 
dustry suggest that battle would still be waged by domestic indus¬ 
try- They claim that in spite of tax-rate downturn: Protected at 
home marker against imports — they’re not The Chamber claims 
that while competitive imports are taxed QF — cost less import 
duties — ocal industry is taxed once on inputted intermediary ma¬ 
terials and again on final product leaving factories. 

The industry spokesmen, argue that competition has been ren- 

Contmued on page 3 


mm 


PgpP 


also understand that the ques¬ 
tion of Jerusalem is a sensitive 
question," he said. 

But Israeli officials have 
made it clear that although Ar¬ 
abs from Eat Jerusalem may 
participate in die talks, it does 
not-change Jerusalem status-as- 
the "united" and "eternal" capi¬ 
tal of IsraeL 

There is not a change in La¬ 
bor policy," said the diplomat, 
"Jerusalem is still the unified, 
eternal capital of Israel." 

As for the negotiations over¬ 
all, the Palestinians and Syrians 
will still be the most important 
tracks. For Israel, Syria possess 
the long-term military threat 
and the Palestinians pose the 
immediate threat of internal in¬ 
stability. 

Jordan and Lebanon are basi¬ 
cally handcuff ed to Palestinian 
and Syrian peace process 
moves. 

At the Arab foreign ministers 


meeting last March, officials re¬ 
affirmed that parties will only 
seek comprehensive peace. Bi¬ 
lateral accords, they agreed, 
will be signed in the same 
room, on the same day at the 
same time. 

- "There is a common -under¬ 
standing that things should go 
slowly" on the easy tracks of 
Jordan and. Lebanon "to give 
more time to the complicated 
tracks," Arowe said. 

Given the progress Syria has 
made, on reclaiming the Golan 
Heights from Israel, the pres¬ 
sure is on for die Palestinians to 
perform. 

A big worry, however, is the 
Palestinians may have been so 
absorbed by the deportee issue 
and the rift between negotia¬ 
tions and the FLO that they 
may not be fully prepared for 
what could be a tricky — and 
costly — ninth round. ■ 


NRA begins oil 
drill in Dead 
Sea next week 

Tenders for Risha gas project 
to be announced soon 

By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 

AMMAN — The Natural Resources Authority (NRA) will 
start next week one of the most extensive oil exploration opera¬ 
tion ever carried out in Jordan. The drilling will take place In 
Ein A1 Humar area south of the mouth of Wadi A1 Mujib dose 
to the Lisan region of the Dead Sea. Previous seismic studies 
have indicated the possibility of finding oil deposits there, NRA 
sources told The Star. 

An exploratory drill, 250 meters deep, revealed oil samples 
described by NRA as good quality, medium crude accompa¬ 
nied by natural gas. Now NRA believes it could strike oil re¬ 
serves at a depth of 1000 meters. Next week's operations will 
determine if oQ deposits exist in commercial quantities, NRA 
said. 

The operation will be carried out by NRA engineers and 
equipment 

Hie first step in the exploration process will be to'eondnet a 
three-dimensional seisimlc surveys of the Dead Sea area in or¬ 
der to determine the ideal location for drilling. 

Currently three international oil coznapnies, Petro-Canada, 
Japan National Oil Co. and OMV of Austria, are also drilling 
or assiting the efforts of NRA In Jordan. They have provided a 
total of $39 million. Recently, NRA concluded a production 
sharing agreement with Hanbo Energy Co. of Korea worth a 
minimum of $10 mflUon. 

Meanwhile, NRA will soon announce tenders for a project to 
lay down pipelines to pump natural gas, recently discovered 60 
kilometers from the Risha field in the eastern desert, to the 
Hussein Thermal Station in Zarqa. The project is expected to 
be finished by next November. NRA sources said the new gas. 
find will meet Jordan's growing needs of electricity, which is 
currently generated by oil-burning generators. The sources 
said the switch to gas turbines will slash Jordan's annual ener¬ 
gy bill from $500 million to $350 minion. 

The NRA is optimitistic that Us efforts will uncover new gas- 

Continued on page 3 
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WEEK 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


Jordan's occupied 
lands on the 
negotiating table 


■ Dr Abedl Salem AJ Majali, 
head of the Jordanian delega¬ 
tion to the peace talks, recently 
stated that Israel presently oc¬ 
cupies 330 sq. km of Jordanian 
territory situated in the western 
side of the country. Dr AJ Ma¬ 
jali said he was able to obtain 
first-hand information on these 
"lost" territories after travelling 
west of the Kingdom; a full re¬ 
port of the trip was then made 
to Prime Minister Sharif Zaid 
Ben Shaker. According to Dr 
Al Majali, these territories will 
be the subject of discussion in 
the coming round of peace 
talks and will be subject to ex¬ 
tensive negotiations on the bi¬ 
lateral talks between Jordan 
and Israel. 

Meanwhile, intense diplomat¬ 
ic activity has been going on 
with Jordanian, Lebanese and 
Syrians delegations going to 
Washington, prior to the 20 
April talks. It is understood that 
these delegations will make full 
reports to their governments 
who are expected to make a 
formal decision on 16 April at 
the Foreign Ministers confer¬ 
ence in Damascus. All indica¬ 
tions suggest that they, together 
with the Palestinians, will at¬ 
tend the peace talks. 


to the country this summer. 
This is part of a move to lift the 
ban on the entry of Jordanians 
to the Gulf states, one that has 
been strictly enforced in the af¬ 
termath of the Gulf War. The 
United Arab Emirates has al¬ 
ready began to lift the ban by 
allowing spouses and their fam¬ 
ilies to join their husbands, and 
to issue work visas. 

One wonders whether these 
moves, which have come to 
light during the recent labor 
ministers conference, was the 
result on the part of some Gulf 
states to improve diplomatic re¬ 
lations with Jordan or a result 
of the sever labor-related bot¬ 
tlenecks which these states 
have been experiencing. What¬ 
ever the reasons, it shows that 
Jordan possesses immense 
skills which these states can not 
dispense with. 


ming the size of its salary bud¬ 
get for the top managerial staff. 

In response to this increase 
UNRWA workers in Jordan 
have held a one-day strike on 
Wednesday 14 April. The 
workers say this is pan of a 
campaign of nation-wide indus¬ 
trial action which they will be 
taking, until the agency revokes 
the charge. The Islamic Woe in 
the Lower House has issued a 
formal statement denouncing 
the UNRWA charges. 


Parliamentary 
delegation to India 


UNRWA charges 
refugees 


Gulf market 
re-opens to 
Jordanian 
expertise 


■ The tiny Gulf state of Qatar 
is to hire 1,300 teachers from 
Jordan. These would be direct¬ 
ly hired by a special Qatari 
committee that will be coming 


■ UNRWA has finally ended 
weeks of speculation and start¬ 
ed charging its 1.2 million refu¬ 
gees for its previously free ser¬ 
vices. UNRWA will charge JD 
-500 for any refugee using its 
health clinics. Those at the 
bread line, estimated at 30,000, 
pregnant women and infants 
wilf be exempted from this 
charge. UNRWA will also start 
charging students, both at the 
school level and in colleges. 
The UN agency says that by 
charging fees it hopes to reduce 
the size of its $27.5 million def¬ 
icit by $14.5 million a year. 
What is alarming about such 
charges is that it may a set dan¬ 
gerous precedent, where the 
concept of free education and 
free health would be lost to free 
market economics. What UNR¬ 
WA should be doing is bim- 


■ A Parliamentary delegation 
will leave Friday to New Delhi 
to attend the eight-day 89th 
conference of the International 
Parliamentary Union. The dele¬ 
gation will be headed by 
Speaker of the Lower House Dr 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, and in¬ 
clude prominent members such 
as Mr Taher Al Masri, head of 
tiie Foreign Affairs Committee, 
and Dr Hussni Al Shivab. 


Election fever 
starts.... 


■ In an effort to get the elec¬ 
tion campaign started oft in 
earnest, a seminar was orga¬ 
nized by the University of Sci¬ 
ence and Technology on "polit¬ 
ical Pluralism in Jordan." 

The seminar was attended by 
Mr Ishaq Al Farhan the general 
secretary of the Islamic Action 
Front Party, Sulieman Alar's 
Future Party and Tayseer Al 
Zubri's Hashd; three parties of 
diverse political persuasion. 

Mr Arar, the previous speak¬ 
er of the Lower House, argued 
that the Arab nation is a unique 
historical phenomena which 
will be strengthened if demo- 



We take good 


care of you every 
step of the way. 


Royal Jordanian is constantly spending time and effort to 
improve the standards of service both on the ground and in the 
air. 


From the time you check in you will be warmly welcomed and 
efficiently served. Once in the air you will enjoy fine 
international cuisine, comfort and a varied choice of 
entertainment programmes. This is all blended with the 
customary warmth that our international crew extends to satisfy 
the taste of even the most discerning traveller. 
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Tomorrow’s international standards, today . 


Just give me the school fees for the 
next few years in cashnow and IV 
worry about my future*! 


era tic institutions are estab¬ 
lished within’ its various parts. 
Palestine, he added, is part and 
parcel of the Arab nation that 
was forcibly usurped and it is 
up to every Arab and Muslim 
to stand steadfast in the face of 
the Zionist threat. 

Tayseer Al Zubri then said 
that political parties reflecL po¬ 
litical and social centers of 
power. Such centers must in¬ 
clude the students' movement, 
trade and women's union and 
pressure groups, etc. These are 
sources of strengths, which po¬ 
litical parties must gain the sup¬ 
port of in order to win the elec¬ 
tion 

The last speaker at the semi¬ 
nar was Dr Al Farhan who. un¬ 
like the other two, represented 
the Islamic trend. Dr Al Farhan 
saw Islam to be the future in 
any democratic setup. This he 
said is because of its resilience 
as a religion and because of its 
revivalism, a phenomena that 
has been gaining ground in the 
!980s. Because of this, the fu¬ 
ture balance of power will be 
between Islam on the one hand 
and the forces of atheism on 
the other. Like the other two 
speakers Dr Al Farhan said (hat 
the democratic experiment 
must continue and any going 
back on that would be a disas¬ 
ter. Democracy must now be 
enshrined in the hearts and 
minds of the people. 

Earlier in the week the 
Speaker of the Lower House, 
Dr Abdul Latif Arabiyat, in a 
lecture at Philadelphia universi¬ 
ty and in an effort to be less 
partisan and to play a greater 
conciliatory role said that polit¬ 
ical parties should aim to 
"build" and "compete" for the 
best methods of "reform" and 
not to struggle between them¬ 
selves, a destructive streak that 
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characterized political parties 
in the early part of this century. 

On a more constitutional 
note, and what must be seen as 
a reference point to political 
parties fighting the next elec¬ 
tion. Dr Arabiyat emphasized 
that the Lower House was by 
definition a "legislative" cham¬ 
ber, that debates and reviews 
existing laws. But in the end be 
stressed that it is up to the exec¬ 
utive branch to implement 
these laws, the real power bro¬ 
kers in the democratic process. 


the Syrians. But on another lev¬ 
el, the settlers move is more 
disturbing because it underlines 
the trend among Zionists that 
they really do believe that the 
land is there for tire taking. 


A day for the 
Palestinian 
engineer 


Another party 
given licence 


■ A new Islamic party has 
been licensed by the Ministry 
of Interior this week. The Arab’ 
Islamic Democratic Party, 
Dua'a, is the 16th political par¬ 
ty in Jordan, and will start prep¬ 
aration for the coming parlia¬ 
mentary election . in Jordan 
under its president Mr Yousef 
Bakr. Its Islamic character 
means that it will compete with 
Dr Al Farhan's Islamic Action 
Front Party appealing mainly to 
the more moderateflfberal Mus¬ 
lim voters since it openly de¬ 
fends women rights and in¬ 
cludes Christian members 
within its ranks. It seeks to 
present "a modem and civilized 
Islamic model to the whole 
world." This maybe bad news 
for IAF because it will proba¬ 
bly split the Islamic vote giving 
better chances for other parties 
to win extra seats at the next 
election. The party will hold its 
first congress in May. 


■ The Jordanian Engineers As¬ 
sociation, in cooperation with 
its branch in the West Bank and 
the Committee of Engineers in 
Gaza, is holding a one day con¬ 
ference today, Thursday, in 
support of tiie Palestinian engi¬ 
neer. The conference will be 
opened, by the Deputy Prime 
Minister Mr Ali Suhiamat and 
the President of the Engineers 
Association Mr Husni Abu 
Ghaida. ft will be attended by 
representatives from the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. The 
conference will be divided into 
six sessions concentrating on 
three main issues: the Engi¬ 
neers' role in the national strug¬ 
gle, the difficulties trade union¬ 
ists face in the Occupied 
Territories and tiie issue of Is¬ 
raeli settlements. 


. World Bank who plan out a 
strategy for the recipient coun¬ 
try on the type of economic sec¬ 
tors tiie money should be in¬ 
vested in. This does not 
necessarily serve its national in¬ 
terest and many states have 
ended up in a worst economic 
situation as Sudan, amply 
shows- Thus, Palestinians must 
be careful arid must ask them¬ 
selves if they do want to end 
. up with an economy which they 
have no control over as a result 
of their invitation to the World 
Bank. 


■■'m Oman’s mfctteter of 
trade and industry wfll 
arrive on Sunday to par¬ 
ticipate hi the meetings 
. of the Joint Omani- 
: Jordanian . : Economic 
- Committee. * ■ 

The meetings, the first 
to be held since 1988, 
will be heeded by Mints- 
ter of Trade and Indus¬ 
try Dr Abdallah Pfcaur 
on the Jonlwdan side. 
The talks will concen¬ 
trate on cementing bilat¬ 
eral economic tins, in¬ 
creasing. "the trade, 
exchange Mad setting up 
joint projects, . 


Al Urdun Al Jadid 
Research Center 


■ The Cabinet will re¬ 
view, next «etlW9S3-, 
97 five year plan in its fi¬ 
nal form and is expected 
to endorse it. The Star 
was told. 


The World Bank in 
the Occupied 
Territories. 


Ctsraeliscontinue 
to buy»Hotises at 
Golan Heights 


' ■ It seems that Israelis do not 
really believe that Israel will 
pull out of the Golan Heights. 
More and more of them are 
continuing to buy houses there, 
oblivious to Israel's peace ne¬ 
gotiations with Syria over the 
Heights. According to a recent 
report by the Jerusalem Post 
200 Jewish families have al¬ 
ready put their names down to 
buy flats which are for sale. 
Alxjut 700 new flats have been 
built recently in the settlement 
of Katsreen. So much for Israe¬ 
li government inteations! The 
bead of the local council Bar 
Lev says that , demand has re¬ 
cently increased on buying 
flats. This, says Bar Lev shows 
that Jews are confident about 
the long-term status of the 
Heights, that of remaining a 
part of die Jewish stare, a prob¬ 
lem which Mr Rabin will have 
to sort out if he is to achieve 
any meaningful settlement with 


■ It seems that the Palestinians 
are willing to go to any length 
to make sure that-the five-year 
self-rule which they like to call 
the "transitional period” runs 
smoothly: Among the many 
projects they recently up'is the 

■ first Palestinian Bank. They are 
also appealing to international 
bodies in an effort to attract 
overseas investment. The 
World Bank is one of the first 
international organizations to 
respond to such a call. Last 
week, the Bank sent a full dele¬ 
gation to the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries headed by Mr Kio Visar 
Vice-President of the World 
Bank and responsible for the 
Middle East ami North Africa. 

The delegation met promi¬ 
nent businessmen and local pol¬ 
iticians and discussed possible 
areas where the Bank can par¬ 
ticipate in during the transition¬ 
al period of self role. What is 
sought by tiie Palestinians is ad¬ 
vice, possible investment and 
loans from the Bank. Lest it es¬ 
caped the attention of Palestini¬ 
an policy-makers, this is what 
die Bank does. But investment 
and lending does not come 
cheap from the World Bank as 
many of the states of the Third 
World already know. Invest¬ 
ment means interference by the 


■ Al Urdun Al Jadid Research 
Center (UJRQ is an indepen¬ 
dent, private Jordanian institu¬ 
tion established in 1990. ft spe¬ 
cializes in research and 
consultation services and pre¬ 
pares political, economic, social 
and cultural studies and reports. 
It also conducts public opinion 
polls. 

Al Urdun Al Jadid Research 
Centre was established to pro¬ 
mote an environment for inde¬ 
pendent research, free from ail 
political, ideological and ad¬ 
ministrative constraints. . . 

UJRC was also founded be¬ 
cause of the tack of concrete 
and scientific studies on Jorda¬ 
nian society, its director Hani 
Hourani says, ft was felt that 
this could and should be re¬ 
versed, a view helped by tiie 
new democratic experiment and 
political reform that exists in 
tire country. 

Al Urdun Al Jadid has al¬ 
ready • embarked -on an • ambi- . 
tions project of a^biweekly se¬ 
ries in Arabic entitled Civil 
Society and Political Life in 
Jordan the first of which is on 
the Islamic Action Party. 

Mr Hourani says that because 
of the "New World Order", and 
the changing circumstances at 
both the regional and interna¬ 
tional levels "it becomes nec- 


■ Minister of Finance 
Mr Basel Jirdaneh's vis¬ 
it to Syria .last week has 
centered oir the issue of 
settling Syria's debts, to 
Jordan, especially those 
owed to Royal Jordani¬ 
an. Syria has accepted to 
settle part of Its debts in 
foreign currency. The 
rest will be paid in die 
form of barter. On the 
other hand, ministry 
sources denied reports 
that the -government will 
reduce customs dirty On 
certain imported items. 
It said the ministry’s 
goals are to restrict Im¬ 
ports and encourage 
Jordanian exports. . 


■ The first Coca Cola 
bottling factory ttr Jor¬ 
dan has been licensed by 
the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry as a com¬ 
pany, It was among six 
new companies, with * 
combined capital of JD 
40 million, which re¬ 
ceived the official go- 
ahead. 


essary to carryout studies in or¬ 
der to understand Jordan's abili¬ 


ty to interact with its external 
environment". 


Orbis International: 


Flying doctors 
perform eye 
surgeries in Jordan 


The Municipality of Greater Amman is seeking 
consultancy service for the design of Composting 
Plants.The study includes five phases as follows:- • 


Phase One :Feasibilitj study. 

Phase Two :Investigation and Detailed Design. 
Phase Three :ProcuremenL . .. 

Phase founTendermg, etc. 

Phase Five :Site Supervision. . 


For farther information, intereasted firms 
specialized in such projects are invited to contact 
the Health and Environment located at die following 
address:- 


ing. eye doctors 
performed 4b eye 
operations In their 
flullyeqtripped hos- 
pttalplane. Over GO 
Ophthalmologists 
wens involved in - 
these'surgeries, a ', 
great number of 
whom - were . 
Tibst-cmmtry 
doctors. V 



ORBIS 


KHMC told-a press 
gathering last week.' 

According to Mis¬ 
sion Director Pina 
Taormina, . the 
plane’s team, which 
includes doctors; 


prince Mohammad sL 
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doctors. •‘ ' come from nine countries'&■ 
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• Congratulations Faisal Husseini* imc —r-- 

“-ftssrS® r% 

launched Th<» u peace process was nn^^H 

ler I 2L 1 ? Husseu11 star role came af- - VMM i : 

5 ^i»^S’s"«'ks i ss 

^sasjaifafs j . 

thPjfJ^^V PaI .estinians and the rest of -B- i 

le P nons wiU Join the Wash- Abdel Skafi 
£S°i s,ated 10 ^8“ on 20th April. 

Israel gave m on the issue of Hussrinhan 
East Jerusalemite, on joining the talks, 

dpnn^f USed t0 budge m Plight of the 
deportees, stranded in the wilderness of 

southern Lebanon now for more than four 
months. 

Diplomatic sources say the PLO has ac¬ 
cepted an American-Egyptian-Israeli for- 

”"£■ out by Warren Christopher, - 

Yitzhak Rabin and Hosni Mubarak, to re- Husseini 
patriate the evictees by next August. Is¬ 
rael is said to be in the middle of working 
out a piecemeal formula to repatriate 
some deportees, having already offered ^I 

ImmecTatef 3g ° l ° return 101 Palestinians ^ 

The deportees, alleged to be Hamas 
sympathizers, rejected the offer then and 
will most probably reject it now. Hamas ■ ■ 

officials refused to meet with the PLO 
leadership in Tunis last week and pre- , . . 

ferred to pay an official visit to Qatar. Asnrawi 

And, Husseini's invitation to join the 
peace talks has stirred rumors about who will head the Pales¬ 
tinian delegation come 20th April The aging head of the del¬ 
egation, the Gazan Dr Haider Abdel Shaft denied reports that 
the PLO intends to replace him with Mr Husseini, who is well 
liked by the American officials and is described by Western 
diplomats as "pragmatic." 

Dr Abdel Shaft welcomed Mr Husseini's participation in die 
talks as a Jerusalem representative. But Mr Husseini may 
have other plans. And wife Dr Han an Ashrawi stealing fee 
show from both men, fee issue becomes a classic case of who 
really represents the Pales tinians ! 


M Minister of Labor Abdel Karim 
Kabaritf should thank his lucky stars. 

The 20th Conference of the Arab La¬ 
bor Ministers was a dashing success — 
thanks to the charismatic deputy from 
Aqaba. Being the first pan Arab gath¬ 
ering since the Gulf Crisis, the meeting 
is said to have cemented relations be¬ 
tween Jordan and most Gulf countries. 

The United Arab Emirates is said to 
have eased up visa restrictions on Jor- Kabariti 
danians and Qatar is looking to hire 
hundreds of Jordanian teachers. 

It was a Jong conference, stretching for-well 1 -over-a" 
week. The weather was good and' Arimum' looked at 4t£ : 
best. Even'Kuwait's delegate to the conference got time on 
J'JL'V. The ministers of Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Sudan and 
Yemen praised Mr Kabariti for his outstanding chair¬ 
manship. 

In addition to a new progressive labor law, this is all go¬ 
ing to look good on Mr Kabariti’s resumt when he runs 
for re-election this summer. 

M Minister of Health Dr Aref Batayneh 
is about to be bombarded wife calls from 
Newspaper publishers asking him to sus¬ 
pend a paragraph in the public health act 
concerning the banning of cigarette ad¬ 
vertising. Neither fee old nor the new 
press and publications laws had any refer¬ 
ence to cigarette promotion or advertis¬ 
ing, but under a decades-old recommen¬ 
dation by the Arab ministers of health, 

Jordan was the only country to abide by a j Batayaneh 
ban on cigarette advertising in local me¬ 
dia. The result All Arab countries ignored fee recommenda¬ 
tion and got million of dollars worth of international and local 
cigarette ads. Even Jordan's annual share of cigarette advertis¬ 
ing budgets, worth between $500,000 to $1 million, goes to 
Lebanon and Egypt 

Publishers have legitimate claims. For one thing, no scien¬ 
tific study to date has proved feat banning advertising reduces 
cigarette sales. For another, publishers rage has to do wife fee 
fact feat non-Jordanian publications are sold all over fee king- 
dom and contain glossy and colorful cigarette ads that Jorda¬ 
nians see and appreciate. In addition, it is the Ministry of Sup¬ 
ply feat has a monopoly over foreign cigarette imports. If 
smoking is such a bad habit how come fee government isnt 
quitting? Last year, the Ministry of Finance billed the Jordan 
Cigarette and Tobacco Company more than JD 65 million in 
taxes and fees, according to last week's AI Aswaq economic 
weekly. It seems feat everyone has a piece of fee action wife 
the exception of fee media and advertising agencies. 

With the publishers and the government already embroiled 
in a feud over the newsprint tax. Dr Batayneh, himself a 
smoker, is unlikely to open another front, especially when 

this government is about to pack up and leave. 

Opponents of any change in the law will not be few includ¬ 
ing fee National Society for the Prevention of Smoking, who 
are looking for a moral crusade to wage on the tobacco indus¬ 
try- — 
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Jordanians sow investments 
in Sudan's fertile soil 


His Majesty King Hussein meets with British Prime Minister Mr John Major Tuesday 
in London. The two leaders discussed issues of common interest especially recent devel¬ 
opments in the Middle Bast peace process. The King and Mr Major expressed their 
hopes that all obstacles will be removed so that peace negotiations can resume on time. 


Concessions on sales tax 
softens opposition 

Continued from page 1 


dered unethical when tax is 
levied on the inclusive price of 
local industry products. They 
claim feat fee importers' profit 
is maximised when an import 
is taxed on fee unrealistic price 
which does not include 
shipping charges, customs du¬ 
ties, marked up profit, and oth¬ 
er. 

Ministers and parties to fee 
debate met in Finance Minister 
Basil Jiidaneh's office earlier 
this week to discuss remaining 
disagreements. Though they 
failed to agree, representatives 
of local industries sought fee 
wavering of tax imposed on in¬ 
termediary goods (imported 
material present in Jordanian 
made products) and spare parts 
as single vital requirement to 
closing present rift Protection, 
answered Mr Jirdaneh, is estab¬ 
lished when current real pro¬ 
tection tevply&S,around:' 30^0 
•■percent oniuapflrted products: i 
- The tax -bin, a- measure made 
necessary to . meet. IMF 
woiked-otit economic adjust¬ 
ment program, forced an in¬ 
tense battle between colum¬ 
nists of fee local press. One, Dr 
Fahed Fanek landed his pen in 
full support of fee measure. He 
wrote in Al Rai, feat while lo¬ 
cal industry is voicing cl aims 
that such tax would erode cur¬ 
rent protection, protectionism 
and high import tariffs in fee 
past did not prevent companies 
from coming dangerously close 
to collapse until 1988. That 
year fee government reduced 


its protectionist policy on im¬ 
ports, potential in local indus¬ 
try was reinvigorated - and 
many local industries realized 
higher profits. 

While government emphasiz¬ 
es that fee proposed Sales Tax 
will substitute Consumption 
Tax without rate increases, 
-broadening the taxable items, 
including many local products 
and services, serve as justifica¬ 
tion to fee bill. According to 
Dr Fanek, the new arrangement 
would increase Treasury reve¬ 
nues by $ 125 million annuall y 
— a small sum if one considers 
the ratio of *mi mu farad debt 




w It's inconceivable that in this day and age of democracy 
citizens most still petition ministers and government depart¬ 
ment heads for what is actually their constitutional right. Pe¬ 
titions, filled by aging semi-literate personnel camping at the 
entrance of official departments, date back to the Ottoman 
period, when the state graciously bequeathed upon its sub¬ 
jects land, rights and titles when it suited her. 

Jordanians have the right to obtain passports, birth certifi¬ 
cates, seD and buy property, register their children in public 
schools among others— they should not beg officials who are 
actually employed on their behalf. Ifs time to do away with 
the petition system and introduce a more dignified alterna¬ 
tive like smart-looking application forms to be available at 
reception halls of every public department. 
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^ 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. . 

Plenty of prizes await the winners. P 

^ Then the whole family can enjoy 

5 our Easter Sunday Buffet ** 

at Al Waha Ballroom > 

2 Children will be charged ^ 

^ half price and the little ones less ^ 

^ than one meter tall will be £5 

4 our guests. JD 12.000++ V 
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to government capital reserves, 
or for feat matter fee ratio of 
government revenues to expen¬ 
diture. But Dr Fanek wrote, fee 
adjustment program would 
guarantee rescheduling and de¬ 
laying payment on some of Jor¬ 
dan's foreign debts. 

Opponents of fee bill argued 
feat fee overall effect of fee 
Sales Tax would trigger high 
inflation rates reducing consu¬ 
mer's purchasing power. Their 
rationalization is that once fee 
price of some items goes up, 
production costs for industries 
and products based on these 
items will follow. M 


Continued from page 1 

led it to heavy in¬ 
debtedness — EGYPT 

accumulated for- f 

eign debt 

amounted to S13 i 

billion and its 

trade-balance J & 

deficit reached $ \ 

2.9 billion in f 

1989 —fee high- . j f 

est in Africa ex- \ 

cept for Nigeria. \ 

In suite of its ■ ^ 

hidden wealth, . . §1010) 

Sudan is ranked 
among the poor- 

rct in Africa. OmdUiman \ 

"But feat should 

: KHARTOUM 

said Mr Na na a. 

"One should - 

know where the 
lucrative deals 

are in Sudan. j 

The land is still f 

virgin: Fanned / 

area today does i 

not add up to ujp 

some 5 percent mil 

of its actual po- I 

tential," said fee i Y 

liason officer. \BOltf ffl GnOZOl . 

The better pat \ jr ' 

of success in V 

business in Su- \ \ JEbUQtOfi 

dan is based on \ • r < 

malting acquain- \ 

tances and the ' 15 

rest is quality- — 

price competi- \ K' 

tiveness," said a ZAIRE \ 
Jordanian -busi- \ t/GAl 

nessman, „ who .. 
did not want to 
be named. 

His water drilling company, has found that 
the cost of operations in Sudan to be mini¬ 
mum. "The government concedes a five-year 
tax-free grace period for industries it deems 
essential for the welfare of the nation, capital 
equipment is imported duty-free and over¬ 
head is very little." 

By executing his own market study in the 
African country, he found that in two years 
his compmy would reclaim its invested capi¬ 
tal. Fra him return on investment — in the 
long run — is much more attractive and 
promising than here in Jordan. "Mind you 
the availability of underground water there: 
Sudan needs some 25oo water wells, where¬ 
as only 8 companies are producing less than 
10 percent of the projected potential. "I did 
not understand why Jordanians are not readi¬ 
ly venturing there," said the Jordanian busi¬ 
nessman. 

He charged feat Jordan's water drilling 
companies are overcrowding while govem- 


\ \ i "i imeat has sourced 

l \ lRS I many restrictions 
r iSdXZbKS? on waler drilling 

7-1 "Perhaps 

t \ it is a s 0 ** 1 *1®* 

e "ffi ft/ran SS to look beyond 

P national borders." 

\ Jordan is party 

I 'fcwNMBMBai to a S70 million 

! Port Sudan trade protocol 

i -y \ wife Sudan, 

v/\ Sa which was re- 

v 1 l Rod newed in 1992. 

/ \Sec The trade pact al- 

/ \ low both coun- 

y Y tries to re-export 

l » \ any of the prod- 

S \ ucts elsewhere. 

Ui\ A \ And they do. 

j x "Lots of the prod- 

| ’f J . ucts imported find 

/ \/ their way out to 

f y\^ J Europe and other 
r / X-s,/ African nations." 

f f said Mr Na'na'a. 

The speed 
wife which fee bi- 
lateral volume of 
Nile trade climbed up 

- TiTurnPiA million 

fcimUrlA suggests a harmo- 

nious begin ing 
and compatibility 
\ between fee two 

\ countries." he 

c \ added. "Almost 

J • \ all recent pharma- 

> ceutical tenders 

E • have been won by 

?. // Jordanian compa- 

I KESYA nies." 

A But one cannot 

deny feat recent 
escalation of fee Halayeb border-dispute 
^ wife Egypt has reduced the intensity of com- 
petition for the Sudanese tenders, an active 
m businessman in fee Sudanese market told 
iis The Star. 

ml JTA enjoys a defacto diplomatic status in 
jj-. Sudan. No other institution has been extend¬ 
ed fee facilities given to (his organization 
he which represents Jordanian private sector 
us companies. 

,i_ It has been allowed a free hand in moving 
he capital out and into the country and has been 
nd ■ very successful in collecting payment on all 
qu its supervised deals while — as reported in 
-e: Jordan's local press earlier — others have 
e- failed to do so. 

an "Sudanese merchants would be sitting ’ 
id borne while we go on matching them wife a 
li- suitable Jordanian supplier," said Mr Na'na'a. 
si- "We've convinced fee Sudanses that return 
on their investments in deals wife Jordan are 
ig attractive. And, now, they've started to listen, 
n- and to trust our business acumen.” ■ 


Book fair opens NRA begins oil drill 


By Saiah Kahlaf 

Special to The Star 

AMMAN —More than 50 Jor¬ 
danian publishers are partici¬ 
pating in the first exhibition of 
Jordanian books which opened 
Tuesday at the International 
Expo. Center. • 

The 10-day exhibition orga¬ 
nized by die Jordan Writers 
Association contains about 
10,000 titles covering a wide 
variety of topics. 

Dr Imad Zaki of fee JWA 
told The Star feat the exhibi¬ 
tion aims at motivating Jorda¬ 
nians from all walks of life to 
malm reading a daily habit es¬ 
pecially among children. ■ 


in Dead Sea 

Continued from page 1 

finds in the Risha region. Petro-Canada, which discovered the 
new field, said gas output should easily rise from 20 million cu¬ 
bic feet per day to 50 nullioQ cuJL daily. 

NRA is working out final details to set up the proposed Na¬ 
tional Oil Ca, which will undertake petroleum exploration, de¬ 
velopment and production activities in specified contract areas 
in Jordan under concession and/or production sharing agree¬ 
ments with NRA. It will also participate in production sharing 
agreements between NRA and International oil companies. 
The NOC wifi be an independent run company registered un¬ 
der Jordanian company law. 

It will most likely, however, be floated as a wholly govern¬ 
ment owned enterprize with possible participation by govern¬ 
ment agencies such as the Jordan Investment Co. and the So-, 
rial Security Corp. ■ 
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Our Say.... 


A dedication to peace 


WHEN ARABS and Israelis face each other again at the negotiating table on 20 
April in Washington, as it seems they will, the Middle East peace process will have 
come of age. All parties involved have exhausted their ammunition of rhetoric and 
the time for doing some serious leg work appear to have arrived. But again this is the 
Middle East, where phantoms and mirages are a natural phenomena that could easily 
deceive the unwary. 

The Arab parties have been ordered to return to their seats at the State Department, 
because meeting the 20 April deadline has suddenly become the most important date 
on Washington's busy agenda. The plight of over 1.8 million Palestinians under the 
heavy arm of the Israeli occupier, and the desperate situation of the deportees does 
not matter much because the main issue is to return to the table and negotiate and ne¬ 
gotiate until one of the parties drop! 

In the Middle East it is almost instinctive, a primeval mechanism of self defence 
perhaps, to go left when everyone tells you to go right. In retrospect, we remember 
the warnings and advice of our good friend former secretary of state Jim Baker who 
told us to join the moving bus or else be left standing in the wilderness. We grabbed 
that opportunity after much heated internal debate and opted not to let that euphemis¬ 
tic window of opportunity close. The euphoria of our yearning to a just and mean¬ 
ingful peace after decades of bitterness and injustice was enough to whisk us to Ma¬ 
drid and land us at the gates of the State Department. 

It was foolish and definitely naive to expect immediate results. Peace could not be 
realized in one day. But something strange began to happen to all the parties in¬ 
volved when they met in the closed rooms of the State Department in Washington. 
They began to speak in tongues, foreign to the other party. No matter how they tried, 
they coidd not make sense of what the other party was saying. And thus peace re¬ 
mained as elusive as ever. 

Next week we try again, this time with a new American interpreter. The language 
of peace should prevail, but who knows. 

Meanwhile, the denizens of Maq A1 Zuhour make their beds every morning and 
talk to CNN about 799. Little children in Jabalia and Beach camps make sharp shoot¬ 
ers of young Israeli recruits and Gaza laborers sit for hours at coffee houses thinking 
of families that haven't eaten for more than a week.! .... .:. 


The environmental holocaust: 


Policies for saving 
the world 


Earth in the Balance: 
Forging a New Common 
purpose, by A1 Gore, 
Earth Scan, London 1992. 


THIS IS a remarkable book, 
the more so because its au¬ 
thor is a seasoned politician 
who has become Vice- 
President of the United 
States. 

Mr Gore describes in 
thoughtful, scholarly terms 
how human civilization is 
bringing about an environ¬ 
mental holocaust without 
precedent 

He analyses from histori¬ 
cal, scientific and religious 
perspectives, why the human 
race has set itself apart from 
nature and why, therefore, 
people are so unwilling to see and reverse the 
damage they are doing to the planet 

Although pessimistic, Mr Gore offers a solu¬ 
tion. He proposes a Global Marshall Plan, 
with the United States In the lead, which 
would have five strategic goals, of which the 
first would be the stabilization of world popu¬ 
lation. 



"No goal is more crucial to 
healing the global environ¬ 
ment than stabilizing hu¬ 
man population." Mr Gore 
discusses the failure of post 
population programmes 
and urges emphasis on lit¬ 
eracy, education, lowering 
infant mortality and pro- 
riding a wide range of con¬ 
traceptive choice. 

Other components of the 
Global Marshal Plan must 
be the development and 
sharing of appropriate 
technologies — for which 
he proposes a Strategic En¬ 
vironment Initiative, a new 
global economics which 
will change the definition 
of GNP to include environ¬ 
mental costs and benefits, a 
new generation of treaties and agreements 
aimed at protecting the environment. 

Finally, a new global environmental consen¬ 
sus. The Earth Summit in Rio last June has 
laid the groundwork. ■ 
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Super Power politics in the Far 


The case of the two 




By M.G.G. Pillai 

Star South Asia correspondent 


KUALA LUMPUR — Wash¬ 
ington's pressure on North Ko¬ 
rea after she withdrew from die 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty early in March diverted 
attention away from what actu¬ 
ally caused it Pyongyang had 
earlier objected to a proposed 
joint US-South Korean military 
exercises because she said the 
US fleet would have nuclear 
weapons on board and the pos¬ 
sible escalation of tensions in 
the Korean peninsula. Wash¬ 
ington, as a matter of policy, 
does not mention if her ships 
cany nuclear weapons. North 
Korea assumed that she does, 
withdrew from the NPT and, 
by her belligerence, forced the 
cancellation of the joint exer¬ 
cises. 

She disallows the Interna¬ 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) to inspect two suspect¬ 
ed nuclear dumps, where en¬ 
riched plutonium is said to be 
stored, and cocks a snook at 
ter detractors. 

She warned both the United 
Nations and Washington that 
the last time they clashed, be¬ 
tween 1950 and 1953, more 
than a milli on men, women 
and children died, followed by 
forty years of still-unsettled 
hostility between North and 
South Korea. 

The threat of a trade boycott 
is but a sideshow: the alleged 
violation of nuclear non¬ 
proliferation agreements must 
be settled first But verification 
could widen the conflict, with 
China, and possibly Russia, 
joining hands with North Ko¬ 
rea. Beijing's political and 
trade problems with Washing¬ 
ton and her strategic relations 
with Pyongyang could hinder a 
solution. 

She, it is often forgotten, sits 
with North Korea in the Demil¬ 
itarized Zone (DMZ) at the 
38th parallel in negotiations 


with the United States and 
South Korea, and instinctively 
backs her in any confrontation 
with the West 

Given her opposition to Brit¬ 
ain over Hong Kong, she is not 
about to back down 
elsewhere. The cur¬ 
rent tensions in the 
Korean Peninsula, 
and uncertainties in 
the Soviet Union, 
strengthens her re¬ 
gional and global ex¬ 
posure, or at least in¬ 
sures respect for her 
communist govern¬ 
ment, however ques¬ 
tionable communism 
is as a way of life in 
the rest of the world. 

She implicitly 
backs the Russian 
communist opposition 

— which the Western 
media labels the "con¬ 
servative” opposition 

— to President Boris 
Yeltsin, promising 
more than the US 
S704 million in aid 
Washington grudging¬ 
ly provides Russia 
should they win. Mr 
Yeltsin by implication 
acknowledges this 
when he accuses his 
opponents of repre¬ 
senting "the revenge 
of communist pow¬ 
ers." Her US $20 bfl- 
lion trade surplus with 
tiie United States 
aside, she has foreign 
exchange surplus of 


most favoured nation. (MFN) 
status would benefit Japan and 
Europe. Beijmg still smarts 
from Washington's opposition 
to her rejoining the General 
Agreement' on Tarifft ■ and 


with 



three times that much, as she 
modernizes her trade and com¬ 
mercial practices, especially in 
Southern China, and which al¬ 
most equals Moscow's total 
debt 

Besides, she is emerging out 
of her communist-imposed iso¬ 
lation to become a major glo¬ 
bal economic force. Mr Zhu 
Qizhen, a former Chinese am¬ 
bassador to the United States 
warns that withdrawing the 


Trade (GATT). What annoys 
Washington is her shrewd use 
of her strengths, political or ec¬ 
onomic, in her foreign rela¬ 
tions. But she takes a leaf out of 
Washington's book: she insist¬ 
ed, for instance, that South Ko¬ 
rea's "blood debt” owed to the 
United States, required her to 
stay away from the proposed 
East Asian Economic Caucus 
(EAEC). 

With a firm commitment to 


North Korea. China's influence 
would hold sway between Rus¬ 
sia's western borders to the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula. She builds po¬ 
litical and commercial . links 
countries in the region, 

§ ]ans to hold talks in 
ingapore with Taiwan 
about eventual reunin- 
. cation, and build a blue- 
■ water navy for the first 
time since the Ming dy¬ 
nasty's seafaring oayy 
that showed the flag in 
Asian countries 600 
years ago. 

The United States 
misjudges • develop¬ 
ments in Asia since she 
emerged as the sole su¬ 
perpower in 19S9. The 
implicit inherent bal¬ 
ance of terror between 
Washington and Mos¬ 
cow during the Cold 
War-insured that neither, 
pulled the trigger first. 
They never confronted 
directly; when one was 
involved in a country, 
the other fought by 
proxy with rebels. 

In Vietnam, the Unit¬ 
ed States fought a com¬ 
munist uprising that 
was armed with Soviet 
military and moral sup¬ 
port. In Afghanistan. 
Moscow laced United 
States backed rebels. 
This balance reduced 
regional outbreaks by 
their satraps. 

That restraint disap¬ 
peared when tiie Soviet 



Union broke up and the Cold 
War ended. The United States, 
fresh from that "victory" chal¬ 
lenged Iraq and now confronts 
China and North Korea politi¬ 
cally, and Japan economically. 
But die US weak economy can¬ 
not sustain a strong world mili¬ 
tary-power amidst political op¬ 
position at home. 

That she hadto ask Japan to 
help Mr-Yeltsin, and Tokyo's 
reluctance while a territorial 


. dispute exists# L..-—. . 

changing priorities ’• 

her difficulty in 
limited help 

uese response pi ■ 

United States threat 

Korea. 

The loss of 

var and air bases,.irt-w® Philip 
pines comes amkfct the emfcnf- 4= 
ia of having/ detested ; 
communism. imAtics fagr h ands 
in engaging with China- :add' 
North Korea. The VS, hqweyer., ; 
does fear the .. 

other war in this pa^r ef fte... 
world, haying Vietnam on eye-V- 
ryone's mind. ■ - 

Within the Ctrtntt* andm -: r 
North Korean mindset cofeciaf:_ 
hatred has besmirtfttd tiwarTai* —. 
latinos with cofonud powers. • ‘ 
Besides, they think strategically ; 
and Washington tactically.; 

Washington is farced lake- 
sides in her role as thesote glcr- 
bal superpower. She led the 
first charge of the United. Na- . 
tions intervention in Somalia# 

but she wobM not lead the way * 
in Bosnia-Hettegoyina. Given T 
Mr Yeltsin's precarious bold on 
power, a Russian alignment ; 
with her fellow Slavs, the possi- • 
bilitv of Washington sending / 
troops can not be ruled out; Bat'. 1. 
the possibility of large scale 1 
troop movements in the YngD-" 
slavian civil war is a rccumng - 
nightmare -to policy makers in " T 
Washington. 

North Korea* defiance could-* 
draw the United Slates and the 7\ 
United Nations, willy-nilly into 
a military conflagration. It is ; 
Washington's move, and is one 


& 



watching with keen interest j 


Pyongyang shows no sign of - 
backing down. Washington's ak V 
lies urge that an example be- 
made. Meanwhile, two, donti- ' 
hant powers are in arr eyebaU- ' 
to-eyeball confrontation m / 
Asia.* 


M.G.G. FtQai Is a freelance 
journalist based in Malaysia- 


SEX, POLITICS, lies and vide¬ 
otape — an attention-grabbing 
: combination if there ever was 
one — and "Bibigate" seemed 
to have all of it That is, until 
the dust settled, and it turned 
out that the videotape — the 
original focus of the scandal — 
did not exist 

Two-and-a-half months ago, 
Binyamin ("Bibi") Netanyahu, 
then the major contender for 
the Likud leadership, claimed 
on national television he was 
being blackmailed. 

An anonymous caller to bis 
wife, Sara, had threatened to 
show Netanyahu "in compro¬ 
mising romantic situations," 
one Likud member of the Knes¬ 
set said. 

The blackmailer, Netanyahu's 
supporters made clear, was 
someone in the camp of David 
Levy, then rival for the Likud 
leadership. 

Netanyahu complained to the 
police, which found itself in the 
middle of a heated political 
struggle of great public interest 

Police inspector-general 
Ya'acov Teroer, carried out an 
investigation and promised to 
release its findings. 

Nevertheless, leaks from 
both the Netanyahu camp and 
the police cleared up many of 
the questions about Bibigate, as 
the imbroglio was widely re¬ 
ferred to. . 

There is no videotape of Ne¬ 
tanyahu together with his mis¬ 
tress, according to a well- 
informed source dose to Ne¬ 
tanyahu. 

But, according to the source, 
a private detective hired by the 
Levy camp tried — and foiled 
— to videotape Netanyahu and 
his mistress. 

The source, speaking on con¬ 
dition of anonymity, insisted 
the police had discovered in 
Netanyahu's office the equip- 


/ The 'Bibigate' y- 

Plenty of sex and 
haunt Likud boss 



ment used to tap his phone. 

The same office was the site 
of several rendezvous between 
Netanyahu and his mistress. It 
was also the target of the failed 
video attempts, the source said. 

The only tapes police investi¬ 
gators received from Netanya¬ 
hu's lawyers were of conversa¬ 
tions between the lawyers and 
another private detective, A vi¬ 
tal Lembersky, the source said. 

According to one of Netanya¬ 
hu's lawyers, Dan Avi-Yitzhak, 
Lembersky knows the identity 
of a private detective working 
for Levy, who tapped Netanya¬ 
hu's phone and planned to vide¬ 
otape his extramartial affair. 

Lembersky was offered im¬ 
munity by State Attorney Dorit 
Beinish if be would reveal the 
name of the detective allegedly 
working for Levy, the source 
said. 

But Lembersky, who headed 
the Haifa narcotics squad be¬ 
fore retiring from the police, 
denied knowing the defective's 
identity. 

According to a police source, 
in drawing up the recommenda¬ 
tions accompanying die find¬ 
ings presented to the State At¬ 
torney’s Office last week, the 
police considered calling for 
charges to be brought against 
Lembersky. 

Investigators, however, 
found no evidence to back up 
Netanyahu's charge of black¬ 



mail, the source said. 

Official word on die outcome 
of the investigation is still 
awaited. 

"As a rule we do not publi¬ 
cize the recommendations of 
cases transferred to the State 
Attorney's Office," was • the 
terse explanation included in 
Terrier's statement. 

The police were right in not 
announcing -the findings, de¬ 
spite the great public interest in 


knowing' the outcome,- accord¬ 
ing to fonner Attorney-General' 
Yitzhak Zamir. 

The police are in a vecf .sasr 
sitive position when it comes to 
politically-related lovestiga-' 
tions," Zamir said. 

Netanyahu's accusation ha d 
became a major issuein the bat¬ 
tle for the Liktid leadership, 
sparking charges- of foul play' 
by both Netanyahu and his op¬ 
ponents,. most prominently 


Levy. 

Lew strongly denied any., 
wrongdoing, and .accused Ne¬ 
tanyahu of using the affairsun-. 
ply for his own political gain. 

"Investigations have much in¬ 
fluence, but that can't prevent 
■the police from doing its job,* 
added Zamir, a member of the 
law faculty at the Hebrew Uni¬ 
versity of Jerusalem. 

Zamir said he had not fol¬ 
lowed the Netanyahu case 
closely, and could only speak 
on the more, general jssue of_ 
how the police handle political¬ 
ly charged investigations. 

When a complaint concerning 
a political figure is received, 
police must first determine if it 
is worthy , of investigation, or 
simply politically motivated, 
according to Zamir. 

Bibigate clearly involved a 
serious enough matter to neces¬ 
sitate investigation, he said. 

The tinting' of the investiga¬ 
tion —- just before the Likud . 
primary — was problematic. 

: -The police on some occasions 
postpone investigations" until 
after elections so the investiga¬ 
tion itself does not become an 
election issue, Zamir said, 

: Bat the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding Bibigate made it nec- 
essaxy to open the investigation 
immediately, he said. 

During the more than two ’■* 
months of the investigation, the ■* 
accusations by and against Ne- 
; tanyahu's camp continued. ■ 

'After Netanyahu's victory in 
l the Likud primaries. Tenter was.. 
accused by an anonymous Po- ; 
lice Ministry official of having - 
suppressed the investigation's" : 
.findings. 

According to the official, po¬ 
lice investigators bad closed the 
case even before the primaries,' ^ 
having found no evidence;to , 
back up Netanyahu's charges.-B ; 
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IF MARX and Mao were able 
to look over this brash, bush 
city bordering Hong 
Kong, "they would take delight 
in what we have achieved and 
what we are doing," a senior 
official said in Shenzhen. 

There is little doubt that 
Mao, at least, would be sur¬ 
prised at what has been 
wrought by his thrice-purged 
successor. Deng Ziaoping, 88, 
the senior leader now called 
the great architect" 

Just across tire border from 
Hon| Kong, this special eco¬ 
nomic zone created by Mr 
Deng to spearhead and show 
off his free-market reforms, is 
important to the British territo¬ 
ry at a time of anxiety about its 
future. 

A foreign expert who often 


Hong Kong 


A glimpse of the 



visits here said: "What happens 
in Shenzhen now is what is 
likely to happen in Hong Kong 
later." In that case, the colony 
can expect dial the sons and 
daughters of high officials in 
Peking will move into positions 
of responsibility and take a 
hands-on approach to running 
things, besides making lots of 
money. 

Shenzhen made news in Au¬ 
gust when riots erupted over 
tiie mismanagement of share 
certificate sales. That led to the 


dismissal of the mayor and his 
replacement by. Li You. Wei, a 
Communist party central com¬ 
mittee member. Mr Li declares 
The relationship between 
Shenzhen and Hong Kong is as 
close as lips and teeth." Now, 
businessmen say, the stock ex¬ 
change is to. move to the: city 
centre; 

The high-rise,,. . high- 
technology City -has grown m. 
12 years from a. village, of 
10,000 people ran melting P°t 
. of 2.4 million, h is a pulsating. 


chaotic but quite friendly place,, 
with big pollution and crime 
problems, and.has a-desire to: 
be on the cutting edge-asChina . 
moves into the21stcentury^- ; Tj 
- Huang Xin Hua, the -city-' 
spokesman and die. man- who. 
mints Marx and Mao, would 
approve, admits there is;a' nega- 
ove side, "When you. open the - 

window you let in fresh airlbut 
also some flies and mosqul- - 
toes," be says. 

Presently in Hong JCortg The 
British government hopes^ talks ' 
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'Le dit des pierres' d I'afftche 

. 9 Petra est d Vhonneur en ct moment d Paris, a Vlnstitut du monde arabe. Jusqu'a Jut join, les 
Parisians vont pouvoir decouvrir la beaute de la citS nabatAenne dAcUnAepar cinq photograpkes 
frangais: Found EDcoury, Thierry Girard, Bernard GutUot, Jeatt-PhtUppe Reverdot et Frangois 
Sagnes. 

Point common de ces photograpkes: {'utilisation exclusive du noir et blanc. Une gageure lor- 
sqv'on apprdde Petra pour sa dAbauche de colons nunirules! Cette exposition est la prendire 
manifestation issue de la grande realisation ardstique sur PStra menie conjointemem par le Ser¬ 
vice cultural frangais it Amman et le ministere du Tourismejordanien, 

A Vimtiateve de Philippe Cardinal, Vattache cultural frangais enjordanie, douze grandes plumes 
de la BttArature francophone et arabe ont tie invites & coucher sur It papier leurs impressions sur 
la vtUe rose du desert De mime, les photograpkes sont venus copter dans leur objectif sa mysti- 
rieuse beaute. Pour ce projet ambidewc, images et mots sont miles. 

Debut mat, la partition des deux cdtis de la MAditerranAe dt I'ouvrage final " Petra, le dit des 
pierres" viendra computer Vexposition visuelte parisienne. Par la grande quahie de ses auteurs 
(Tahar Ben JeBoum, J-MG Le Ctezio, Jamal Abou HamdanceUvre-Avinement est des plus at- 
tendus. Avec ce double hommage des grands noms de la literature et de la photo, la citi de Petra 
va surement susciter la curiositA des Frangais / 
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Semaine europeenne 

Soigner les betes pour 
aider les hommes 

Prermere dans la vallee du Jourdain: l'ouverture d’une clinique veterinaire pour soulager les maux des 
bStes de somme. Un veritable evenement pour des populations defavorisees, h l’initiative de la 

Communaute europ6enne. 


Projet 

L'Europe roule 
pour la Jordanie 

La "route du desert" va subir un lifting finance 
par la Banque europeenne d'investissement. 


LE 6 avril 1993 est devenu une 
•ui Be _ date memorable pour la popula- 
L ‘ _ 'ttfc tion de la rrigion de Karame. 
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rdgion de Karame, 
dans la valine du Jourdain. Ce 
jour-l£, tous les hommes et les 
enfants du village fitaient pre¬ 
sents, contemplant avec un cer¬ 
tain etonnement le defile de 
voitures aux plaques diploma- 
tiques britanniques, cana- 
diennes et europ6ennes. La so¬ 
lemnly se lisait sur les visages 
des chefs tribaux, pares de 
leurs plus beaux a tours. Le cafe 
amer attendait les personnalites 
de marque. Des oniciels jorda- 
niens, dont le ministre de 
TAgriculture, avaient repondu & 
i’appel. Une equipe de la televi¬ 
sion jordanienne s‘6tait mfime 
deplacfe pour cetle occasion. 
La princesse Zein en persotme 
avait accept^ la tache symbol- 
ique de couper le niban blanc 
sous les acclamations de boy- 
scouts formant une haie 
d'honneur. : - 

L'evenement qui a attire tout 
ce public est I'inauguration d’un 
hopital veterinaire speciale- 
ment equipe pour soigner fines, 
chevaux et aucres betes de 
somme. n suffit de se promeuer 
aux alentours de la capitale 
pour se rendre compte de 
1‘importance de la creation d’un 
tel etablissement Les fines, en 
particulier, demeurent 

1'instrument de travail privile¬ 
ged des populations les plus 
pauvres. Mais par ignorance et 
par manque de moyens, leurs 
proprietaires ne leur accordant 
pas le traitement qu'ils merite- 
\raient. Attaches par des fils de 
‘ fer, pnrtant des charges lourdes 
sans protection, victimes de 
maladies, les animaux utilises 



Enseigner le bon farrago d’une mule: une des actmtAs de cette 
clinique vftArinare fie la vaBAe du Jourdain. 


pour de rudes tfiches sont to- 
talement laissds h l’abandon. 
LliOpital veterinaire a cr66 
pour remedier fi cette situation. 
Cette initiative complete un 


premier projet de la Soci&e 
protec trice des animaux jorda- 
nienne (5PAJ). Depms six ans, 
cette organisation travail!e en 
etroite collaboration avec la So¬ 


ciety for the Protection of Ani¬ 
mals Abroad (SPANA) basde fi 
Londres. Elies ont ainsi cr66 
deux cUniques vdtdrinaires mo¬ 
biles circulant dans tout le 
pays. B^eficiaires de leurs ser¬ 
vices: les populations defavori¬ 
sees pour qui la perte d'une 
simple mule est une catas¬ 
trophe. 

Le nouveau projet consiste fi 
ouvrir deux hopitaux vetdri- 
naires (fi Karame et fi Wadi Sir) 
et £ fitendre le rdseau d’action 
des cliniques itmdrantes. Un 
projet ambitieux finance par la 
Communautd europdenne et la 
SPANA qui assurera en outre 
le sotivi de l'op&ation. 

Un veterinaire et trots assist¬ 
ants, special e ment formds pour 
ce type dlnterveotion, accueil- 
lent leurs "patients" fi I'hOpital 
de Karame. Selon Basel Arafat, 
president de la SPAJ, "le projet 
.est dejfi un frond succds". Peut- 
"fitre, si Ton en croit le nombre 
considerable de personnes ve¬ 
nues assister fi I'inauguration. 
Les hommes des environs de 
Karame presents ce jour-lfi re- 
gardaient avec attention les dif- 
fdrentes operations de so ins 
realisdes par le personnel de 
rh&pital, posant fi I'occasion 
des questions sur tel ou tel 
probl&me. Celui-ci est actuelle- 
ment forme fi la technique du 
image par deux Amfiocains 
membres de 1'association 
Working together for Eq nines 
(Travail!er ensemble pour la 
race equine). Tout en expH- 
quant fi leurs "eidves" la bonne 
friqjpe du martean sur le fer, les 
deux spdcialistes s'expriment 
avec passion sur leur mission 


en Jordanie. 

"H peut parahxe futile de 
soigner des animaux alors que 
leurs proprietaires n'ont pas les 
moyens de s'occuper de leur 
propre sante", s'exclament-ils. 
"Mais ce programme concerne 
les uns et les autres, etant don- 
ne le r61e important que jouent 
ces animaux dans les activites 
economiques des hommes". 

Le projet essentiellement eu- 
ropeen va ^alement mettre 
l'accent sur 1'education des pop¬ 
ulations defavorisees. Forte de 
son experience au Maghreb, 
SPANA veut appliquer un pro¬ 
gramme visant h la fois fi for¬ 
mer les enseignants et les pro¬ 
prietaires des animaux. En 
insistant sur f'6ducation des en¬ 
fants qui accomplisseni de 
nombreuses tfiches avec l'aide 
d'un animal. 

Mais je nouve) hdpital et sop ■ 
personnel reussiront-0s fi faire 
prendre conscience aux popula¬ 
tions rural es de 1'importance de 
la sante de leurs -betes de 
somme? 

Un habitant de Karame, inter- 
rog£ fi ce propos, a r^praidu 
qu’il confierait son animal au 
premier signe de faiblesse. Puis 
son voisin a poursuivi: "un fine, 
ga cotite cher de nos jours, de 
70 fi 100 DJ!" 

La protection des animaux 
pour les animaux, ce n'est pas 
encore pour demain dans les re¬ 
gions rarales jordaniennes. Dif- 
ficultes economiques et pauvre- 
t£ obligent ■ 

Michfele Rieux. 



AUTOMOBILISTES, BONNE nouvelle! Vous qui apprfhendez 
tellement d'aller £ Aqaba par la route, rassurez-vous. Finies les 
sueurs froides! Plus de coups de volant brusques pour £viter le n 3S 
tonnes" qui se dirige droit sur votre vehicule! Adieu au camion- 
surprise, anfitd dans un virage, que vous n’apercevez qu'au dernier 
moment! Dans votre voiture-sandwich, coinc& entre des poids 
lourds, vous craignez de devenir claustrophobes? Aris £ tous! 
Dans quelques aruides, Ie cauchemar sera termine. 

Les 330 Ion reliant la capitale £ Aqaba ne sont malheureusement 
pas de qualite £gale. Les quelques cent demiers sont particu- 
lidrement £prou vants, pour les conducteurs comme pour les vdhi- 
cules. Mais cette route est incontournable et d'une grande impor¬ 
tance pour r&onomie jordanienne. 

Aqaba n'est pas uniguexnent un lieu de vtll£giature. Cest surtout 
le seul d£bouch£ maritime de la Jordanie. Le passage obligatoire 
po^r la plupart des marchandises destinies au- paysmais aussi £ 
ITirak. Devant rimportance vitale de ce cordon ombilical autorouti- 
er, et compte tenu de la degradation de la circulation, il convient 
d'agiret vite. 

La Communautd europdenne l'a bien compris. La Banque euro¬ 
pdenne d'investissement (BEI) va ainsi octroyer £ la Jordanie un 
prfit de 15 millions d'dcus pour rdparer 71 km de la "route du dd- 
sert". Cette operation constitue la premidre rdalisation du qua- 
trifeme protocole financier CEE-Jordanie mis en oeuvre rdeemment. 
Les travaux seront effectuds par le_ ministdre des Tlravaux publics 
jordanien. But de I'opdration: dlargir et rdnover 40 km d'une route 
plane £ deux voies et construire une "quatre-voies" dans les re¬ 
gions montagneuses de Ras En-Naqab et Wadi Yutum sur une dis¬ 
tance totale d'environ 30 km. A terme, la capacitd de la "route du 
ddsert" devrait passer £ 6500 vdhicules par jour et la circulation, 
plus fluide, devrait connaJtre une nette amdlioration. 

Cette opdration correspond £ I'une des demi&res dtapes visant £ 
amdliorer 1'dtar de l'axe Amman-Aqaba. Fin des travaux prdvue en 
ddeembre 1996. En attendant, soyez prudents el restez vigilants sur 
ce vdritable parcours du touriste-combattant! ■ 

M.R. 
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Zarqa, Une, premiere! 

Faire decouvrir le cinema frangais k Zarqa. 
Un pari rSussi, la semaine demi&re, par une 
association locale avec l'aide du Centre 
culturel frangais. 

POUR LA premiere fois, le dndma frangais est sorti des 
salles de la capitale jordanienne. Direction: Zarqa. Un 
public nouveau, jeune et parfois turbulent qui a AM con- 
quis par la qualitfi des longs mdtrages prdsentds pen¬ 
dant toute une semaine. De "J'accuse" d'Abel Gance 
(1938) au "Petit criminel" de Doillon, en passant par 
des films de Godard et de Truffaut, un superbe panora¬ 
ma concocte par Frfdfirfc de Brian, responsable de la 
CeDule audiovisuelle regional an CCF. 

A I'origine de cette manifestation unique h Zarqa, une 
nouvelle association erdfie il y a six mois: Zarqa Arts. 
"Je voulais prouver qu'il est possible d'organiser avec 
succds des fivdnements culfarels dans cette viHe", ex- 
plique un des responsaMes de 1'association. "Les gem 
attendent ce type de manifestation, mais fitaient oblige 
jusqu'fi maintenant de se dfiplacer £ Amman." 

Pour lancer leurs activity, tes animators de Zarqa 
Arts dfiddoot de Dapper fort av«* tme sematoe de 
ma francais. Aidfis par le nunisthre de la Culture et la 
Chambre de commerce de Zarqa qui leur prfite une 
salle de projection confortable, fls trouvent le sontien 
des services frangais. PrSt des bobines, assistance t*xh- 
KSs: l’aide de Frfdfiric de Bnon est 

ta projection de ^ 

nard Giraudeau, le 8, est en so* un ^cces^P^ce 
du Secrfitaire-general du miiiist£re ^^Cuiftire etde 

% incroyable, „ n. «K- 
de Boon. "Avec 300 per- 
fta £ environ ISO depufa i 

cette semaine fmngaise 1 Zmv,a ama 
STSaOOO personnes!” Un sneem pro me ttenr pour 
la poursuite des activity de Zarqa Arts. A suivre. 

F.C 


Exposition 

Petra re-yisitee 

Envoflt^e par la cit6 nabateenne, Soha Shoman peint I'abiine 
qu'elle entrevoit sur les parois rocheuses. Impressions de Noel 
Favreliere, directeur du CCF, sur ce M Petra 11" a la Galerie 
nationale jusqu’au 3 mai. 


LA GALERIE nationale abrite 
depois d£j£ deux semaines une 
exposition tr£s difffirente de 
celles qu'on a Tbabitude d*y 
voir. Q s'agit d’oeuvres rficentes 
de Soha Shoman sur iin seul et 
unique thfeme: P£txa. 

Mieux que dans un lien 
d'expositi on. e'est dans un laby- 
rinthe retigieux que 1'on 
pfinfetre. Car il semble bien que 
• Soha Shoman soit entire en P&- 
tra comme on entre en religion. 

Tant pis pour les touristes et 
les pedants qui vondraient d£- 
couvrir ou reconnaltre des 
monuments; l'Art de Soha Sho¬ 
man est le contraire du figurat- 
if. Ce qui l'int&esse, e'est le 
monde £ l'anbe de la genfesc. 
Elle se place ati milieu de la 
matifere, immobile, en pleine 
lomi&re' pour mieux capter les 
modulations, les resonances, 
les fluiditds qui .cachent des 
miracles qu’elle nous rdvhle. 

Sa demarche s'apparente ain¬ 
si £ eelle de Qaude Monet 
quand il peint en sdrie des vues 
de la catbddrale de Rouen £ dif- 
f&entes heures du jour. Les 
deux peintres ont pris leur dis¬ 
tance par rapport £ ce qu'ils 
voyaient Claude Monet nous a 
itnssA des dentelles de pierce 
d£sagr£g£e par la lunu£re na- 
ci£e le matin, orangfe £ midi. 


bleut£e le soir. Soha Shoman, 
elle, nous place devant les pa¬ 
rois color£es, structures de 
traces et de reflets d'un abhne 
dans lequel nous sommes sus¬ 
pend us, comme en attente. 

La veiticalit£ de ces parois 
n'est pas sans rappeler le par 
61 an d'une fl&che de catii6drale 
et leur matifere devenue huni£re 
n'est pas sans rappeler non plus 
les Yitraux. Mais si le vitrail est 
fait de sable cnit, traitfi, sur les 
peinlures de Soha Shoman le 
sable est brut, car elle se place 
£ I'origine. 

Elle se sort de cet rnfinimarn 
petit pour nous nSvfiler un infin- 
nneot grand: l'fime m3me d'une 
montagne. Autre dissemblance 
et fondamentale celle-ci, 
Claude Monet l'impressionniste 
voulait capter I'6ph6m6re danc 
un filet de lumifire, alors que 
Soha Shoman veut tdmoigner 
de rdtemel par un lyrisme £ re¬ 
boors. A reborns de la rtialitf, 
qui nous fait h£siter £ ddfinir 
les sediments d'une mfimoire, 
qui nous tounneaceot et nons 
rassurent tout £ la fois. 

Mais pour nous redonner, ou 
plutdt nous dormer ce qui nous 
a 6chapp£, elle avait besoin de 
temps et ce teraps-l£ flotte en¬ 
core devant ses tableaux. Car 
pour reconqugrir la boulerver- 


sante intensitd d'un instant, il 
faut payer en ^change une lente 
reverie et quelque chose qui 
dure et qui ressemble £ 1'amour. 

En v6rit6, le tableau vit d«5j£, 
bien avant d'Stre peint, mais sa 
fonne definitive est au bout 
d'une longue aventure pleine 
d’angoisse pendant laquelle le 
peintre et son oeuvre sont expo- 
sds aux hasards, aux dangers de 
l'dcrituie. 

Je me permets une image: le 
tableau en gestation est comme 
un radeau emportfi sur un tor¬ 
rent d'iddes confuses, de vi¬ 
rions fulgnrantes, d'incidents 
mpr6visibles, sur lequel le 
peintre doit affirmer sa maStrise 
jusqu’£ I'apaisement, jusqu'fi la 
plage tranquille d'une cimaise 
oh la victoire s'inscrit sans ef- 
facar cepaidant comme un 
cruel sentiment 

d'insu£fisaftce.Voi]£ ' pourquoi 
chaque tableau de Soha Sho¬ 
man est aussi le commence¬ 
ment du suivant, autre mailion 
d'un prolongement infmi. 

si nous parlous de leur 
facture, nous constatons qu'il 
ny a pas de prison des lignes, 
ni de profondeur non plus. 
Nous sommes dans la mati&re- 
mfime et dans le temps, prison- 
triers dans un tourfoQlon stel- 
laire figfi. Quant aux couleurs. 



les parois multicolres de PAtra inspirent Soha Shoman 


elles se composent e&sentielle- 
ment de toute la gamme des 
ocres, des terres allant d'un 
onrngd lumineux £ des temtes 
de pain brQlfi, rehaussS parfois 
d'un bleu d'une density de vi¬ 
trail. 

Regretter comme certains 
font fait de ne pas retrouver les 
fresques des plafonds multicol- 
ores qui font le bonheur des 
photographes du dimanche, 
e'est regretter I'anecdonque, ce 
dont Soha Shoman n'a que 


faire. Car elle est de ces pein¬ 
tres qui s’identifient £ ['esprit, £ 
['essence de leur recherche et ne 
cherchent pas £ amadouer les 
soh-disant "amateurs". Elle sait 
bien que la Comuussance n'est 
pas au font de l'abime, puisqu'il 
est sans fond. Mais pour elle- 
mfime, et aussi pour nous, elle 
en d&hiffre des fragments sur 
les parois de maii&re que fouitle 
la lumifire. M 

Noil Favrelifere 


ini* 




V ED I TO 


De Amine Cbabloul 

Chapeau! 

La Conference des mini- 
stres arabes du Travail 
qui a achcvi 1 ses travaux £ 
Amman en debut de se- 
mainc ct la Conference 
des Nations-Unics ct dc la 
Ligue arabe sur la popu¬ 
lation ont etc I'occasion 
pour Ic Royaumc hache- 
mite d'affirmcr la capaci¬ 
ty des petits pays a sur- 
prendre. Tant par 
I'efTicacite de 

1*organisation que par la 
capacitc d'absorber au 
cours dc quelques jours 
des con vois de ministres 
et dc haut responsables 
arabes et intemationaux. 
la Jordanie merite un 
coup de chapeau. 

Si depuis la guerre du 
Golfe, Amman n'a pas ab- 
rite d'activites panarabes, 
elle a au cours de ces der- 
niers jours rattrape tout 
le temps perdu. Et plus... 
La vedette ftit, sans nul 
doute, le dynamique et fin 
diplomate Abdel Karim 
Kabariti, ministre jorda- 
nlen du TravaiL Meme si 
la b6nediction du Roi a 
contribuy £ donner au 
Soramet du travail une 
ampleur politique pro- 
fonde, £ travers un dis- 
coars-manifeste, le role 
do niinistre fut exceptidii- 
neL 

Non seulement, il a r6ussi 
£ faire venir tout ce qu’il 
y a de ministres du Tra¬ 
vail dans le monde arabe, 
mais par dessus tout il a 
joul de la prysence 
kovreitienne sur laquelle 
personae n'aurait pane. 

Si les ministres du Travail 
ont partidpe £ cette con¬ 
ference aux cotes des rep- 
resentants de syndicats 
puissants dans quelques 
pays arabes, rexpyrience 
a plus d'une valeur. Le 
monde arabe a plus que 
jamais besoin de demar- 
rer la necessalre organisa¬ 
tion des relations patrons- 
travailleurs-EtaL 
Cette r6union a permis 
aussi aux organisations 
dn travail internationales 
et regionales de rappeler 
1'urgence d'appliquer les 
normes et rhgles perti- 
nentes cens6es rfigir le 
monde du travail. 

Cette conference a aussi 
permis de recevoir un es- 
poir de conciliation inter- 
arabe a la suite du dy~ 
chirement caus6 par la 
guerre du Golfe. 

Encore une fois, bravo la 
Jordanie et bravo Abdel 
Karim! ■ 


Jordanie 


Express | 


REPRISE - La pi£ce 
arabe "La more de 
Thfebes", jouce avec 
succes a Amman il y a 
deux semaines, revient £ 
I’afTiche £ partir 
d'aujonrd'hui an Thyfitre 
Nabeel A1 Meshini, Abda- 
li, £ 20h30 sauf le limdi. 

CONSPIRATION - Le 
bloc des Frferes musul- 
mans £ 1'Assembiee voit 
dans la d6cBlon de 
1'UNRWA de reduire son 
aide aux r6fugiys palestin- 
iens " une action faisant 
partie d'une conspiration 
pour Dquider le probleme 
palestinien". Le directeur 
de 1'agence de TONU de¬ 
ment une r6duction de ses 
services, meme s'il recon- 
nait qu'Q n'y aura pas 
non plus d'augmentation. 
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• A group of Brit¬ 
ish actors will be 
undeitaidng A 
Flight to Finland 
on Tuesday, 20 
April and Wednes¬ 
day, 21 April at the 
RCC at 8:00 pm. 

However, this has 
little to do with air 
travel! The Right 
Size, a touring 
British Theatre 
Company, will 
stage a comedy 
play entitled 
Flight to Finland 1 , 
which is set aboard 
a ship. 

The Right Size 
are visiting Jordan 
at the invitation of 
the British Council 
and the Ministry of 
Culture. They will 

be running workshops with Jordanian actors and theatre professionals as well as performing their 
show. Flight to Finland 1 in Amman and Irbid. 

Flight to Finland is set on a boat Three absurd characters set sail-their quest: to experience the 
beauties and hardships of the ocean. They try to convey the experience of life on board a ship to the 
audience by combining very few words with clowning, slapstick, mime and acrobatics. The play 
promises to be unusual and entertaining. 


• The 4th-year 
students of the 
Depatment of 

Architecture at UJ 
made a trip to the 
South, Monday 29 
March. The trip 
included visits to Petra, 
the currently renovated 
village ofTtribeh, 

Aqaba and Wadi Rum. 

The trip was supervised 
by the secretary of the 
Dean's office. The 

students returned home Friday, 2 ApriL 


Great response to 
BBC's short-story 
competition 



• Over 1300 short stories 
flooded into the BBC Arabic 
Service's offices in London 
from all over the 
Arab World and 
from Arabs liv- I 

ing in Europe in J 

response to a re- M 

cent competition. 

"The Judges . 

were impressed I 

by the high stan¬ 
dard of the en- p 

tries and found it . O 
difficult to 

choose between - 

those short¬ 
listed," said Hani Larabi, Edi¬ 
tor of the BBC Arabic Features 
and Music. Tbe jury was com¬ 
posed of well-known writers 


and critics: Dr Abdel Kader Ai 
Kott from Egypt, Professor 
Mustapha Badawi of Oxford 


WORLD 

SERVICE 


University, Mr Mohammad 
Shukri from Morocco, Mrs 
:Qammar Kilani from Syria 
and Dr Fuad Megalli, retired 


lecturer from Westminster-Uni¬ 
versity. ' :: 

The first prize winner,.a sum 
of 300 Sterling Pounds,wort to 
Mohammad Noureddirie of the 
United Arab Emirates with'a 
story entitled 'Waiting 
Shouldn't be too Long". Close- 
up second, with a sum of 200 
POtmds was Mohammad Saleh 
Al Rayyeh, from Saudi Arabia, 
with his Noon Sadness' short 
story. Ending up in third place, 
with a sum of 100 Pounds, was 
Ibrahim Fahmi with a short sto¬ 
ry entitled Language of Love 1 . 

Gam on Mclellan, Head of die 
BBC Arabic Service, accompa¬ 
nied by Munir Obeid, Producer 
of cultural and- literary pro¬ 
grams, travelled to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia to present the second prize 
in Riyadh on Tuesday, 6 ApriL 
Afterwards, they travelled to 
Sharjah to present the first prize 
cm 9 ApriL While Hani Larabi, 
Editor of Features and Music, 
accompanied by Salwa Jarrah, 
Senior Producer, travelled to 
Cairo to present tire third prize 
on Monday 19 ApriL - 



• On behalf of Dr A ref Ba- 
tayneh, the Minister of Health. 

Makrani : NSi^H^Sh- 
ized the fourth graduation cere¬ 
mony in Al Bashir Hospital. 
Italy's Ambassador stressed in 


the ceremony his government’s 
support for the development of 
'• nui^*53sS?S^^|e King¬ 
dom. Present at the ceremony 
were the director, doctors and 
nurses of Al Bashir Hospital. 





Enjoys refreshing vacation in a healthy climate. 
Pleasant beaches & mountains of trees, vegetables & fruits. 
' Luxury hotels & fully equipped apartments with 
worldwide communications. 

1-5 million Arab & European visitors come to Cyprus 
every >car for tourism, business, conferences & sports. 
Our Island is secure & near to you 
culturally & geographically. 

Our fricndlv & hospitable people arc our greatest asset. 


For more inform:]!inn. sec your travel agent or contact us: 


CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION 
Phone:315715 - Fax: 313022 
P.O.B: 4535 - Nicosia. Cyprus 



Kamela Trading 
Establishment 
(Avon) staff posing 
with Rakkan Qad- 
dah and the first 
prize winner of the 
fashion show. 

Left: 

Elegance and 
glamor are evident 
in this hand-made 
laced wedding 
dress adorned 
with pearls. 




• Asma’ for Trading Services had organized a fashion show last Thursday. 1 April, at the Plaza Hotel. Several clothing factories 
joined the affair exhibiting the latest in spring and summer collections. The make up was exquisitely done by Avon's beauty expea 
Ms Hala Malhas,while the hair styles were done by Mr Tawfeek Sbaheen and Mr Sal ah Gbaleb from Nizar and Sal ah Beauty Sa¬ 
loons respectively. The models were all jeweled up by Ala's factory for fancy jeweleries. Tbe show was opened by the Minister of 
Labour.-Mr Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, and it was truly remarkable specially with the added touch of laughter that was represented 
by a magician and a joke teller. 



• Princess Wydan opened an exhibition by art¬ 
ists Sarnia Zaru and Adrian Yehya at the Na¬ 
tional Gallery Monday, 12 ApriL The exhibition 
was organized by Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation and was attended by many people includ¬ 
ing Mr Abdul Majeed Shoman and Mrs Saha 
Shoman. 



Princess Haya opened Samia Mango's traditional fashion show last Tuesday, 
6 April. The show included casual and formal traditional wears done by tbe re¬ 
nowned designer. 



Pajero wins 
•92 Golden 
Steering 
Wheel 

• Mitsubishi Motors 
Corporation's 'Pajero' 
won the off-road catego¬ 
ry of Germany’s 1992 
Golden Steering Wheel. 
The annual prize is simi¬ 
lar to Germany's Car of 
the Year award and is 
highly rated in Europe. 
All vehicles sold in Ger¬ 
many, including those 
manufactured in Eu¬ 
rope. Japan and the 
United States are eligi¬ 
ble. 

The Pajero (Montero in 
some markets) entered 
the German market in 
June 1991. It is the third 
Mitsubishi vehicle to 
win the Golden Steering 
Wheel Award, after the 
Gal ant in 1984 and the 
Mirage (CoU/Lancer) in 
J988. 


Agenda 


BASKETBALL 

• If you're looking for a lot of 
yeah's and wows try not to miss 
the Harlem Globetrotters' 
amazing show, coming your 
way on 6 May. Tickets, costing 
JD10 a piece, are available at 
Aramex, New York and Hotel 
Intercontinental Jordan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Hie National Museum of 
Fine Arts is still hosting- Suha 
Shoman in her Petra's Legend 
IT exhibition. The exhibition 
will stay open until 3 May. 

• The .French Cultural Centre 
is currently hosting an exhibi¬ 
tion entitled 'Recreations'. The 
exhibition displays sculptures 
originally done by Iraqi artist 
Muhammad Hussein Abdullah 
and later recreated by French 
and Iraqi artists. The exhibition 
will run until 20 ApriL 

• The Abdul Hameed Shoman 


Foundation is currently hosting 
Samia Zaru and Adnan Yahya 
in an exhibition of drawings, 
paintings and sculpture. Exhibi¬ 
tion will continue until S May. 

FILMS 

Tbe Killing Fields' will be 
screened on Wednesday, 21 
April at the British Council at 
7:00 pm. 

• The Coal Miner's Daughter 1 , 
a true story, will be shown at 
the American Centre on Thurs¬ 
day, 13 April, at 3:00 pm. A 
repeat is due on Monday, 19" 
Aprfl, .while the MacNeil- 
Lehrer News Hour and ABC 
News Weekly Highlights will 
be screened, as usual, on Tues¬ 
day, 20 ApriL 

THEATRE 

• In cooperation with die Min¬ 
istry of Culture and Noor Al- 
Hussein Foundation, tbe British 
Council will present The Right 
Size, a British Theatre Compa¬ 
ny that have gained'an interna¬ 
tional reputation for making 
people laugh. They will stage 
two performances in Amman, 
Tuesday, 20 April and Wednes¬ 



day, 21 April at die RCC ait 
8:00 pm. 1 - - *.' 

• Al Fawanees Theater Grouft 
will present The lfcath of 
Thebes at'Nftbfeel Al Mashmr - 
Tbeater-Abdali, starting Thura^. 
day, 15 April at 830 pm! 7 .--. / 

FIELD TRIP ' 

• Dr Andreas ‘ Haup.tinann .df’ 
tbe Mining Museum, Bochum, 
Germany, arid Dir Mohammad 
Najjar of tbe Department of 
Antiquities wfl] lead k trip, to 
Feinan qa Friday*'. April 16. 
Visitors are welcome for a 
small fee. 

LECTURE 

• The World Archaeological 
Congress: Past,.Present and Fu¬ 
ture' will be. the subject of a. 
lecture by . Dr. Peter. Stone, 
Wednesday; 21 ApriL at'7:00 
pm- 



“No doubt about It, bays.... See these nwktog# 
on the bottom? This Is an Apache pfe penr 
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The wonderful world of the Qweider 

Parfumeries 


£ ■ .Ji 


(X 


Qweider Parfumerie 
Shemeisonie 
Amman 
061 689259 



if The Qweider Parfumeries exhibit¬ 
ed 18 kinds of fragrances on Tuesday 
April 13, 1993, in A1 Waha Ballroom 
at the Marriott Hotel. The evening 
dazzled the invitees and drowned 
them in a magical world of sensual 
aroma and incense. 

The exhibition first started with a 
cocktail party after which Ms Syn- 
thia A! A trash, the renowned ra¬ 
dio newscaster, briefed guests 
on the new perfumes. The jA 
briefing was followed by 
the appearances of six JtmS, 

girls in Greek outfits 
walking gently to j| 
rhythms of music. The 
girls encircled the table 
on top of which were 18 fiSHra 

bottles of perfumes of 
many fragrances which 
took you back to the fjgi Bp 
1920s. Later, the young 
ladies sprinkled the audi- 
ence with the soft mist of W J j 
fragrance. 

. The show was fantastic in 

$ every respect, airiof^Lyery ■; 

• high standard,-combining style 
and elegance. Personalities from 
the American Embassy, who attended 
many events abroad for well-known 
corporations expressed their admira¬ 
tion at the organization and presenta¬ 
tion of the products. The night ended 
with a rich buffet dinner which was 
appreciated by all. 


WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF 
QWEIDER PARFUMERIES 

In 1990, we, the Qweider Establish¬ 
ment, decided to give birth to Qwei¬ 
der Parfumerie. It took us three years 
of study and numerous market re¬ 
searches to build our product line 
which we have decided will be quali¬ 
ty products, sold for sophisticated 
people at one of the most prestigious 
stores in Amman. 

However, it was a must for us in this 
competitive environment, to decide to 
deal with products that are true works 
of art, things of beauty, unique, unfor¬ 
gettable, modem to classic, discreet 
while meant to be seen and symbols 
of luxury, fine living and pride in 
one's self. ’ 

We look forward to progress, to un¬ 
derstanding, to keeping our prospec¬ 
tive customers informed, educated, 
ready to try our new products and ac¬ 
cept their validity and their promises. 


It is our pleasure to help our custom¬ 
ers take the right decisions and yet 
leave them free to make their own 
choices, always keeping in mind that 
their investment in our products is re- 




.m. 




turned through unparalleled combina¬ 
tion of performance, durability and 
style. 

Today, we are inviting you, our dear 
customers, to enter our own world and 
go through all our projects, our ideas, 
our plans, our hopes, as well as our 
certainties. 

We hope to have you with us again in 
our next coming inaugurations and 
wish all of you a happy, and fruitful 
1993 year. 

HOW DID THE IDEA OF SUCH A 
PERFUMERY COME UP:- 

It is generally noted that, women and 
men usually buy their perfumery 
products in outlets such as pharmacies 
and regular beauty stores. We felt that 
both will definitely prefer to buy such 
products in perfumery where every 
body would like to give himself a 
treat Women would feel more com¬ 
fortable buying their own products in 
a perfumery rather than in a pharma¬ 
cy, where they can find more personal 
advice and time. 

we also decided to choose the brand 
of bottles that are gentle to the envi¬ 
ronment, and does not include ingre¬ 
dients with the contents of Chloro- 
FloroCarbon (CFC), as well we 


desired that the brands should be eco¬ 
nomical and refiilable, also we were 
looking for the brands which smells 
different and are made from very rare 
flowers from around the world, we 
sought for brands in which their alco¬ 
hol contents are lower than other 
brands which makes the fragrances 
suitable for hotter climates, 
such characteristics were 
u ’iard to find. However, 

the ultimate search was 
over with the new 
brands that we are 
now offering to our 

I discerning clients. 

\ USERS OF THE 
I FRAGRANCES:- 


R | if Caroline of 
L Monaco 
f if Nancy Regan 
■A- Princess Diana 
if Sylvie Vartan 
☆ Francois Miterrand 
if Philippe Noiret 
SP^ ' * Prince 
■Ar Madonna 
★ Jeanne Moreau 
if Isabelle Huppert 
★ Isabelle Adjani 
if Gabrielie Lazure 
if Marie Laforet 
if Rostropovitch 


WHAT WOULD YOU EXPECT 
TO FIND AT QWEIDER PARFU¬ 
MERIE 

Everything you can find in a tradi¬ 
tional Passion Parfumerie. We are 
currently representing the following 
Brand Names: 

Annick Goutal Parfums & Cremes 
Alexandre De Paris 
Longchamp Leather Products, Fou¬ 
lards & Cravates 
Mantero'V111 Foulards 
Nina Ricci Foulards & Bijoux 
Cerruti 1881 Cravates 
Carven Men’s Accessories 
R. Woloch Bijoux ( Style Chanel) 
Barone Richard ( French Handmade 
African Style Jewellery ) 

Bijoux A’Manic (Zirconium Oxide, 
Exclusive. French Invention ) 

AND VERY SOON:- 
ORLANE: a ^ 

Skin Care, Manquillage & Parfums & 
ORLANE BEAUTY INSTITUTE & 
SISELY PARIS; skin care, manquil¬ 
lage & Parfumes 
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Tomak-7, another Chernobyl 

Russia's spectre of 


nuclear disaster 


By Michael Binyon 

CIVIL DEFENCE units in a 
neighboring Siberian industrial 
center were put on alert last 
week and an investigation was 
ordered into an explosion at a 
chemical plant in Tomsk, 
which spread radioactive con¬ 
tamination along a two-mile 
stretch of road outside the city. 

Officials at the Tomsk-7 nu¬ 
clear reprocessing plant denied 
the danger was comparable to 
the Chernobyl accident. A 
clean-up of the radiation that 
leaked from a uranium-filled 
tank had begun. 

The accident caused alarm in 
a country that is particularly 
sensitive to the dangers of nu¬ 
clear energy. Civil defence 
units were put on full alert 
briefly in Kemerovo, 100 miles 
from Tomsk, and in Novosi- 
birks, 125 miles to the south¬ 
east. radiation monitoring was 
increased. 

They said that no rise in radi¬ 
oactivity was recorded, but air 
defence units detected a radio¬ 
active cloud moving away from 
populated areas through Siberia 
at a height of about two miles 
in the direction of the Yenisey 
river. 

The nuclear energy ministry 
in Moscow admitted that the 
accident was the most serious 
since Chernobyl, categorizing 
it as a “serious incident on the 
third ievel" of an international 
scale. However, the ministry 
said it produced only minor 
contamination and no one suf¬ 
fered dangerous exposure to ra¬ 
diation. "I will not call it a ca¬ 
tastrophe, because I know it is 
not a catastrophe," Gcorgi Kau¬ 
rov, the nuclear energy minis¬ 
try spokesman, told a news 
conference in Moscow. 

The plant is at a formerly se¬ 
cret installation about ten miles 
outside Tomsk. Because of its 
strategic significance, the city 
was closed to all foreigners un- 





NUCUEAR EVENT SCALE 
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til only a few months ago, and 
none is thought to be living 
there. 

But Svyatoslav Zaberin, head 
of the Social and Economic 
Unit an ecological group, told 
Reuters that the leak, would ren¬ 
der the area uninhabitable. He 
said: "The pollution and con¬ 
tamination of rivers will make 
it medically impossible to live 
in the area." 

Asked about official esti¬ 
mates of the damaged area Mr 
Zaberin laughed and referred to 
the 1986 Chernobyl accident. 
"Russia should learn from the 
experience of Chernobyl," he 
said. 

"At the time they pin-pointed 
contaminated areas only in 
Ukraine and Belorussia. Now 
we know it really affected IS 
regions in Russia and some are¬ 
as in Europe." 

The Moscow branch of the 
international environmental 
body Greenpeace called on the 
nuclear energy ministry to 
close down nuclear reprocess¬ 
ing facilities at Tomsk-7, Chel¬ 
yabinsk in the Urals and Kras¬ 
noyarsk in Siberia. 


Under the patronage of 

HRH Prince Ghazi Bin Mohammad 
EI-Hussein Sports Palace 

Sponsored by ARAMEX International Courier and the 
M hotel INTER-CONTINENTAL Jordan- * ' 


A Palestinian worker beingquestioned by an Israeli patrol, a reflection nmikariS^^fOtdto 

tones sparked by the recent Israeli government's actmato tmposeasecurdy zone on 

ban Palestinians from entering Israel The closure of the Occupied Territories has entered Us iftim _ 

Petra: 
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It said the government was 
using the plants to separate plu¬ 
tonium for nuclear warheads. 
But a spokesman for the un¬ 
clear energy ministry said no 
plutonium had been processed 
at Tomsk for at least a year. 

Preliminary reports said one 
of the units at the plant blew up 
in the penultimate stage of re¬ 
processing nuclear waste. An 
explosion of gases in a steel 
tank blew off the reinforced 
concrete lid, which went 
through the roof of the build¬ 
ing, damaging wiring and caus¬ 
ing a fire. Radioactivity was re¬ 
leased through a ventilation 
pipe. 

Nobody was in the building, 
though one worker got a radia¬ 
tion dose considered permissi¬ 
ble for personnel of such 
plants. Military firemen who 
extinguished the blaze are un¬ 
dergoing medical checks. Con¬ 
taminated snow and soil are be¬ 
ing taken to a special dumping 
area, and specialists from the 
mili tary academy of chemical 
protection are taking part in 
clean-up operations. Radiation 
levels were said to be several 


hundred times lower than at 
Chernobyl. 

To cairn public anxiety, a del¬ 
egation from the state commit¬ 
tee on emergencies left Mos¬ 
cow for Tomsk, 3,000 miles 
east, to see if anyone might 
have inhaled radioactive sub¬ 
stances. Russians have become 
increasingly nervous about their 
ageing nuclear reactors and re¬ 
processing plants and have en¬ 
listed Western, support for ur¬ 
gent safety improvements to 
reactors of old design and those 
considered most dangerous. Lit¬ 
tle has been done to make the 
plants safe, most of which are 
in western Russia near popula¬ 
tion centers. 

At a press conference last 
week a presidential adviser on 
ecological issues said as much 
as* 14 per cent of Russian terri¬ 
tory, supporting four million, 
suffered environmental pollu¬ 
tion. He said the areas around 
Chernobyl, Semipalatinsk, the 
former Soviet atomic testing 
area, and Krasnoyarsk were the 
worst affected, and also pin-' 
pointed the danger of radioac¬ 
tive waste buried under water.B 
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By Vesna Masharqa 
Spedal to The Star 

THE NEW Press and Publica¬ 
tion Law will go into effect in 
May and will, for the first time 
in Jordan's history, regulate 
Jordanians' right to publish 
newspapers and magazines in a 
free and democratic society, 
while restricting government's 
.ownership in the news media. 

1 The electronic media, televi¬ 
sion and radio, will remain the 
monopoly of the state — for 
the time being. 

It is to this new environment 
that the government-run news 
agency, Petra, will have to 
adapt Celebrating its 25th an¬ 
niversary in July, Petra was 
first established in 1968 a local 
news department within the 
Ministry of Information in 
charge of covering governmen¬ 
tal news. 

Today Petra remains respon¬ 
sible to the minister of informa¬ 
tion, but its scope of coverage 
has, in the last few yeara, been 
enlarged. From technical 
point of view, it is a modem 
agency providing latest news 
and information using the most 
sophisticated and advanced 
technology. 

Since it recently replaced its 
archaic rrwnnal news transmis¬ 
sion system with computerized 
equipment, its news output in¬ 
creased four times — it led the 
Arab agencies in news trans¬ 
mission, according to its Gener¬ 
al Director Mr Khaled Maha- 
din_ 

"Our daily output is around 
110 news items," said Maha- 
din. He said the agency could 
do better if it had more writers 
and correspondents. But that 


Under the Patronage of HE The Minister of Culture 
Dr Mahmoud Al-Samra 

The British Council and the Ministry of Culture 
present 


the 


right 



size 


Flight to Finland 


The Right Size have an international reputation for making people 
laugh. Their supremely visual style Is motivated by downs as 
diverse as Laurel and Hardy, Jacques Tati and Eric Morecombe. 
They create a comic world of slapstick, acrobatics, music. dancing 
and very few words. 

"Brilliantly executed, inspired and inventive... Razor sharp 
precision and utter slackness... a show that is unusual, distinctive 
anti h ugely entertaining. " 'I 'HK GUARDIAN 


Royal Cultural Centre Main Theatre 
Tuesday April 20th, Wednesday April 21st, 8pm. 

Tickets JD 5 

Cram British Council, Tel 636147/8 
Royal Cultural Centre, Tel 661026 


ihhi The British Council 

Registered in England as a 
charily no. 209 in I 


means an extra JD 90,000 to its 
budget Getting the money to 
spend on equipment and people 
is Mahadin's main concern to¬ 
day. The new communication 
system has facilitated faster 
transmission . of information. 
" Within two to three years this 
system will discredit agencies 
which do not keep pace with 
technologically advanced agen¬ 
cies," he said. 

"If we do not search for fi- 
nanbial support to introduce 
modem technology and satellite 
communication systems, we 
will lose the potential for com¬ 
peting in the, media, market," he 
added. "The feet that we use 
only one fourth of our required 
need of manpower and the in¬ 
sufficient budget assigned to us 
by the Ministry of Finance, 
which covers only 20 percent of 
our monthly needs, has affected 
our effectiveness." . 

Petra has 160 employees in 
its offices in Jordan. Sixty of 
these are professional journal¬ 
ists assigned to cover stories 
that relate to government. Each 
journalist covets 3 to 4 minis¬ 
tries on daily basis. 

"The agency needs at least 
200 reporters to pursue the dai¬ 
ly agendas of 26 ministries, and 
a full-time staff to cover Parlia¬ 
ment and political parties," Ma- 
hariin said. At fixe moment, 
only three reporters are as¬ 
signed to cover Parl i amentary 
debates. 

Recently the Treasury allocat¬ 
ed JD 10,000 for the agency to 
buy a sophisticated computer¬ 
ized data base. ; 

Bad economic times have hit 
Petra's network of representa¬ 
tives outside Jordan. Before the. 
economic crisis of 1988., it bad 
reporters in Cairo, Tunis, Mus¬ 
cat, Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad 
and London. ... 

Democratization is yet to 
have an impact on Petra's work. 
"As a governmental media ser¬ 
vice we are not entitled to criti- 



Mohodin - . 

cize the government or reveal 
secrets. We are to serve govern¬ 
mental interests," Mahadin 
said. ; 

Petra publishes news bulle¬ 
tins daily and sends.them to 40 
interested parties that include 
diplomatic missions,; foreign 
news agencies,' local newspa¬ 
pers, Jordan TV and Radio, 
governmental bodies and Jorda¬ 
nian embassies abroad. The 
Agency also transmits to every 
Arab country, except for3udah 
"because of . technical prob¬ 
lems." 

Since January of tips year, 
Petra started publishing special' 
editions far all foreign embas¬ 
sies in Jordan. These include 
government information re¬ 
ports, translated newspaper ed¬ 
itorials and leading articles. . 

The news agency intends to' 
improve the capacity of its 
translation department. It will 
.hire Hebrew, French and~Eng-: 
lish . language translators and, a' 
JD 500 has already been gram- 
ed for three of its reporters to 
study Hebrew. 

"We are at a strategically ■ im- 


formation is quickly transmit¬ 
ted to his Majesty atKl govern¬ 
ment officials which will in' 
turn facilitate prompt official 
response...." Mtfiadin added. 

Petra's research department 
also gives monthly reports on 
special issues and problems, 
Mahadin .said the puqjose ; .t>f 
these is to help the government 
in pursuing its various policies, 
Since the beginning of this year 
the agency carried out 13 inves¬ 
tigations, such as the negative 
effects of fast food, children Ik 
braries, honie computers, book 
sales streets, and police-citizen 
relationship. • . 

• •• Asked to comment 00 Petrajsr 
relationship with other; local 
media, Mahadin said that-there 
is cooperation, although' some¬ 
times, some newspapers and 
journalists, do not give Petra 
enough creditor mention her as 
their source in their articlesrHe 
accused the Jordan Times of 
discriminating against Petra 
while mentioning only foreign 
news agencies. 

Mahadin Imped that Petra 
would switch to satellite com¬ 
munication very soon. "The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
. the Ministry of Finance should 
provide every Jordanian embas¬ 
sy abroad with a receiving de¬ 
vice, which costs around JD. 
1000," he said. . 

Also the agency should 
charge fees from, subscribers 
for its service, something 
which will improve the quality 
of the agency's work. 

Mahadin. said Pefra should 
ideally be run as a mixed ven¬ 
ture with the state limiting its 
ownership to 30 percent, while 
= the rest is sold tp private sector.' 
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portan t. place in :• the region. '{In' bis opinion this will improve 
With qualified personnel and V:*® agency's financial status, 
more sophisticatedequipment, ;raise the quality of its reports 
we ran improve 1 the Hebrew ■ and give more credibility to the 
press follow-up. much more' agency, both regionally and in- 
quickly. This will mean that in-' temationafly. ■ 
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Quality tourism, not mere 

numbers 


• Mrs Phryne Michael, Direc¬ 
tor General of the Cyprus Tour-, 
ism Organisation, .stated .to. a 
group of journalists: "Iwould 
tike to assure onr friends In the 
Arab World-that forus,. tourism 
is not merely numbers: Our. am¬ 
bition Is to offer .to every tourist 
who comes to Cyprus all Xiariti-. 
ties so that he can. 
have a holiday of a life time' V" 
Despite Its small size, Cyprus 
Is a special place , that offers a 
unique variety of scenery, from 
golden sandy beaches to green 
pine-dad. forests rich in rare 
species of plants which reach al- 
titades oTmore than 6,000 feet. ' 



of the highest level All of our hotels and hotel apartments are well famished and. 
eo atoned. All of them provide excellent international communication fa ring - 
The food in the hotels and restaurants is detidons and the Cyprus cuisine Is nmmnted 
for its high standard and good taste. 

Last bot not least I most underline Hie most dominant and important attractloti of Cy¬ 
prus as a holiday destoa^on. Onr people and the Cypriot hospitality Is unparalleled and' 
cannot be easily matched by other countries. Cyprus basbeen called the "Island of Love 
and Beauty". 
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Programs on 


JTV from 


® 17—23 April 




ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 


8:30 Soper Bloopers 
9:00 — Perspective 
9:30 — Saturday Variety 
Show J 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, ’Will¬ 
ing to Kill’. A true story about 
a mother who is obsessed by 
the idea of making her daughter 
a cheerleader. The daughter's 
continuous failure gave the 
mother a mad idea of gening 
rid of the girl. The story i 
based on court records and offi 
rial public interviews. 


is 


SUNDAY 


8:30 — Executive Stress 
9:10 — Documentary, 'Heli- 
strom Chronicle*. A program 
that highlights the insect's ac¬ 
commodation to nature, and 
how insects might be the only 
survivors after everything be¬ 
comes instinct 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Voltaire: Ce Diable 
d’Homme. Voltaire receives an 
invitation from King Fredrick 
to visit Germany. 



Une Affaire d’Homme, Friday at &30 pm. 


MONDAY 


Mexico and the impact left on 
the hit areas. 

10:00 — News in En glish 
10:20 — 2000 Malibu Road 


10:20 

tipt 1 


Feature Film, 'Wag- 


8J0 — The Powers that Be 
9:10 — Laurel and Hardy 
10:00—News in English 
10:20—Jordan Weekly 
10:40 — Street Justice. An as¬ 
sassination attempt is made at 
die hands of Vietnamese kill- 


THURSDAY 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 


6:35 — Maguy 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — T ilth ini a 


MERCREDI 


ers. 


TUESDAY 


8J0 — Beadles About. A de- 
moKsher accidentally demolish¬ 
es a house! 

9:10—Forever Green 
10:00—News In English 
10:20—A Classical Film 


8:30 — Zorro. A character 
tries to impersonate Zoito. 

9:10 — Quantum Leap. Sam 
leaps' into time to find himself 
in the shoes of a wrestler fight¬ 
ing to build a church for the 
poor and needy. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20— Movie of the Week, 
'The Portrait'. Starring Grego¬ 
ry Peck. Different surprises oc¬ 
cur when Maggy, a painter, 
pays a visit to her parents ac¬ 
companied by the daughter of a 
retired poetry professor. 


6:00 — Les A ventures de 
L'espace 

6:30 — Enrvoyl Sp€daL 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15 — FenStre Sur 


5:30 — Stephane GrapeHL 
The works and life of musician 
Stephane Grappelli. 

7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—French Varieties 


D1MANCHE 


JEUDI 


5i30— ROvesD’enftmts ' 1 
5:40 — Les Ctes de Fort 
Bovard 

7:00— Le Journal 

7:15—Le Journal deLTSstoire 


LUND! 


WEDNESDAY 


FRIDAY 


8:30 — Chance in a Million 
9:00 —Spotlight 
9 JO — Documentary: Voyag¬ 
er. The major earthquakes,that 
hit the US, Japan, China and 


8:30 —Billy 

9:10 — ENG. A joint surprise 
is prepared for Anne's Birth¬ 
day. 

10:00 — News in English 


6:00 — Les 400 Coups de 
Vlrgine 

7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Magazine Sportif 


5:30—PIT et Herade £ " f 
5:45 — Soperchamps. A 
game show that gathers four 
European children from differ¬ 
ent nations in a contest 
6:15 — L'Ecoles des Fans 
7:00 —Le Journal 
7:15—Azimnt 


VENDREDI 


MARDI 
5:30 — Territoires 


5 JO — French Feature fflm, 
Une Affaire d'Homme' 

7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — French Varieties 


A ARIES (21 March-19 
* April): Your adrenalin 
should be pumping, so get 
lots done. You may feel like 
sleeping, go shopping in¬ 
stead. 


TAURUS (20 April-20 


May): Your luck should im¬ 
prove noticeably! There’s 


pressure to do something for 
a bureaucracy. 


GEMINI (21 May-21 
June): You may have to re¬ 
vise social plans, due to a 
lack of funds. Don't go shop¬ 
ping 


CANCER (22 June-22 
July): A boss who's too de¬ 
manding might calm down, 
be patient and don't argue! 
Catch up on your correspon¬ 
dence. 




Top Video Rentals 



1.3. Sneakers. Robert Redford, Dan 
Aykroyd 

2. A League of their Own, Tom Hanks, Geena Davis 

3. The Last of the 
Mohicans, Daniel 


LEO (23 July-22 August): Finish starting something. Con¬ 
sult an intelligent co-worker regarding strategies. 


Day-Lewis, Madeleine 
Stowe 

4. Single White Fe¬ 
male, Bridget Fonda, 
Jennifer Jason Leigh 
5L Death Becomes 
Her, Meryl Streep, 
Goldie Hawn 
6. Unlawful Entry, 
Kurt Russell, Ray Liot- 


ta 


VIRGO (23 August-22 September): Some of the pressure 
you've been under will ease. Call a friend who's far away to 

find more funds. 


LIBRA (23 September-23 October): Make contact with an 
attractive person and set up a date for the weekend. 


* SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): Grind through and 
you may get enough done to take next week off. Expenses 
may be more than you planned. 


7. Cool World, Kim 
Basinger, Gabriel 
Byrne 

8. Mo’ Money, Damon 
Wayans 

9. Honeymoon in Ve¬ 
gas, James Caan, Nich¬ 
olas Cage 



Nick Notie in Lorenzo's oil 


10. Whispers in the Dark, Annabella Sciorra 


SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): A great 
week for romance and sports. It might be hard to settle down, 
but it will become imperative. 


Top Pop Albums 


CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): Domestic prob¬ 
lems should start to ease- You may speak your mind. This is a 
good week for shopping. 


AOUARIUS (20 January-18 February): Schedule more 
time for each task. Also, allow some for a room mate. This 
weekend, play with friends. 


PISCES (19 February-20 March): You may have been 
spendSg more than you earn lately, especially if you re in 

^k>ve. 


1. The Body Guard, Soundtrack, Arista 

2. Breathless, Kenny G, Arista 

3. Ten Summoner's Tales, Sting, A&M 

4. Unplugged, Eric Clapton , Reprise 

5. Coverdale/Page, Coverdale/Page, Geffen 

6. Pocket Full of Kryptonite, Spin Doctors, Epic 

7. The Chronic, DrDre , Interscpoe 

8. Loose Control, Silk, Elektza 

9.19 Naughty m. Naughty By Nature , Tommy 
Boy 

10.3 Years 5 Months and 2 Days in the Life of-., 
Arrested Development , Epic 




Programs on Jordan's Airwaves 


RJ 96.04MHZ 


SATURDAY 

18:00 — The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19 JO — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Michael Jackson' 
20:00 — On stage: 'George 
Shearing' 

21:00 ■— Play of the Week: 
Dark Star 

22:00 — Fop Session 
23:00 — Pop Wagon: The 
Beatles Stoiy 


SUNDAY 


11:00 — Pop Wagon: The 
Beatles Story 

14:00 — News Desk, Science 
Report: Reports on a biologi¬ 
cal jacket for the heart, new 
forms of nylon, the natural dai¬ 
ly cycles of sleeping and deter¬ 
mining the tune of death. 

18:00 — Listener’s Choice 
19JO — Date with a Star: 
Beanie Flint 



MONDAY 


Duran Duran, from their latest album Duran Duran 


11:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic: Kyung-Wah Chung 
17:00 — Special Feature: 
Mummies 

18:00 — Sports Round-up 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Status Quo 


18:00 — Top Twenty (UK) 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Eighth Wonder 


FRIDAY 


TUESDAY 


17:00 — Special Feature: 
Mummies 

19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: The Thompson 
Twins 


WEDNESDAY 


14:30 — Now Music Profile: 
Reviewing the songs of 1992 
18:00 — Science Report 
15H00 — Date with a Stan Chtis 
-Rea 


11:00 — Listener's Choice 

13:00 — Pop Wagon: The 

Beatles Story 

17:00 — Country Music 

18:00 — On Stage: George 

Shearing 

19KK) — News Bulletin: News 
Edition, Date with a Star, 
Gypsy Kings 
20:00 — Old Favorites 
21:00 — 30 Minute Theater: 
The Loved One 

22:00 — Now Music Profile: 
Reviewing the songs of 1992 
23:00 — Classical Concerts: 
Works by Mozart 


7 JO — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8 JO — Parler au quolidien 

8J6 — Les litres de 

l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique 


l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique 


JEUDI 


DIMANCHE 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises. horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7JO — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Perspectives Scienti- 
fiques 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 
8J6 — Les titres de 

l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique 


7:00— Croissant Chaud 
Chansons franfuises. horo¬ 
scope, ini os pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Regards sur la France 


sur l'actualite 


4 reportages 
fran^aise 

8:56 — Les titres de 

l'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique 


VENDREDI 


THURSDAY 


11:00 — Comedy: The Best of 
Bentine 

14 JO—My Music. A musical 
quiz. 

17:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic; The $ir Thomas Beephapi. 
Archive 


PROGRAMMES de RFJ 

RJ 90.00HZ 
SAMEDI 


LUNDI, MARDI, MERCREDI 


7:00—Croissant Chaud 
Chanson*. francaises, horo¬ 
scope? infos pratiques... 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises, horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:50.—Parler au quotidien 
" " ' — Les titres 


8:56 


de 


7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises. horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8 JO—Filgrane 

Un th&me fran^ais et son vo- 

eabulaire 


Oscar 

Winner 

Geena 

Davis 




Oscar Winners Uza Minnelli and Shirley Mclaine 


• The academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences honored 
Oscar-winning women in a gala reception. Among the prestig¬ 
ious Oscar winners are: Geena Davis, Sally Field, Liza Minnel¬ 
li. Shirley Mclaine, Marlee Matlin and Faye Dunavrya. 

The ceremony was held at the Samuel Goldwyn Theatre in LA. 


Recommended 
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U2's Achtung 
Baby, an eighth 
wonder 


AFTER SELLING over 50 
million copies world-wide 
and causing a big stir in the 
music business, I think it's 
about time that The Star 
readers knew about this 
eighth wonder. The album 
contains twelve tracks which 
equally vary between soft 
music and Hardcore 
Rock'n'Roll. In some tracks, 
U2 have used keyboards to 
add a background synthe¬ 
sized ’sound' to their music. 
They've also ad de d strange 
affects on the guitar, yet 
their uncompromising style 
has withstood the challenges 
of today's fast-changing 
trends in music. But U2 can¬ 
not be called old-fashioned 


for retaining their style, nor 
can they be called trend hop- 
pers for adding a Manchester 
feel to the music. It is best to 
describe them as molders; mas¬ 
ters of music who process to¬ 
day's sound and mould it into a 
stamped uncompromising U2 
style. 

The Edge (U2's wizard gui¬ 
tarist), excelled, as usual in 
playing. His riffs are funky and 
woit unbelievably well with 
the beat The solos, one of The 
Edge's strong suits, are tremen¬ 
dous, big and faL They are not 
passive at all, in fact, they 
complement the music. The 
beats are borrowed from the 
Manchester ambient rock 
movement, with a U2 stamp of 
quality, of course. As if you d 
thought that was enough, 
Bono's powerful superb voice 
comes to give life and feeling 
to the lyrics. It would not be an 
overstatement to say that the 
band, as a whole, managed to 


produce some¬ 
thing spectacu¬ 
lar- an eternal 
star in a sky 
filled with dying 
art. 

The lyrics and 
topics used are 
poetic and beau¬ 
tiful to both read 
and to listen to. 
And unlike many 
bands, the lyrics 
are realistic and 
tackle many situ¬ 
ations and con¬ 
cerns of daily 
life; they are by 
no means ab¬ 
stract. No matter 
what your taste 
in music is. I'm 
quite sure that 



you'll find (he album is indeed 
value for money. So, try not to 
miss it; you'll be missing out on 
die album of the decade. And 
remember, "Everything is Amjad Abu El Hudah 


wrong", "Watch more TV" 
(Taken from U2's Zoo TV 
Tour). 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Haya Al Hussein 


His Majesty the King 
is my ideal 


The World Wrestling Champion Hulk Hogan 

leads charity work for dying 
children, makes a movie and has 

a blissful life 


• HER ROYAL Highness 
Princess Haya Al Hussein, 
the Jordanian '92 superstar, 
was the guest of Al Dustour 
Al Riyaadi (the Arabic 
sports weekly), to answer 
readers' phone calls. Here 
axe excerpts of her conver¬ 
sation with the Star sports 
editor. 

* I’ll admit that my father. 
His Majesty the King, is my 
ideal, he is a sports star. 
When I was only six years 
old He gave me a wooden 
horse as a birthday gift 
Bom that day on, I became 
very fond of horse-jumping, 
and he always, encouraged 
me to be the best in my 


Eieid. 

* As a horse rider I feel a great 
honor when I represent my 
country. I feel my hem beat 
with pride and glory when I 
march on the field waving the 
flag of Jordan in international 
tonmamems.' Z like horse- 
jumping very much, and hope a 
prosperous future for the sport. 

* I will attend all our national 
football team qualifying match¬ 
es that will take place at Al 
Hassan Stadium in Irbid. Our 
t eam urgently needs our sup¬ 
port, which should be looked 
upon as a national duty. 

s-: The most touching moments 
were die ones of seeing His Ma¬ 
jesty the King, return home. I 


danced with joy when I saw. 
him coming down die ramp. 
Nowadays I'm happier dan 
ever because of seeing him 
practice his favourite spoils; 
He is in good health and very 
fit. \ 

sj« I admire the Belgian eqnes-y 
trienne Evelyn Blyton. die is 
outstanding, she has a lot of 
confidence and a great ability 
to win competitions. 

•s» Now Tm studying Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics in 
Oxford, but in die future I hope 
I can realize the dream of be¬ 
ing a successful journalist 


Mohammad Al-Thaher 



RESTLING giant Hulk Hogan 
makes a dream come true for 
dying children. He leads the 
charity work of Make A Wish 
Foundation. Last week he visit¬ 
ed sick and injured children 
and attended his new movie. 
Thunder in Paradise. 

On Sundays he takes the day 
off from his gruelling fitness 
routine. 

"I do a lot with the Make A 
Wish Foundation w’hich grams 
wishes to dying kids. Usually 
their last wish is to go to Dis¬ 
ney World, or to see Mr T or 
David Hasseihof from Bay- 
watch," said Hogan. "Some¬ 
times when I look at the kids I 
just feel like crying. I don't 
break up in front of them. Til 
go into the dressing room and 
kick the wall and say God has a 
terrible sense of humour. Why 
doesn't he do this to me instead 
of them." 

Hogan's own childhood 
wasn't so happy. He started to 
call himself Hulk in 1978, and 
began make money. In 1983 he 
won the World Wrestling Fed- 



"Everything is 
so natural with us 
and take life as it 
comes being gay 
and merry", he 
says 

And when he 
talks about his 
two children he 
says: 


Holland Frightens 
England with 
their superstars 


eration championship. Money 
rolled in, and now he has re¬ 
ported S22.5 million in the 
bank. 

After 10 years of marriage, 
he and his wife talk about how 
lucky they are. 


"Nicholas, who 
is nearly three, 
wants to play 
trucks or read 
about trucks. My 
daughter Brook is 
four-and-half with 
real long hair. She 
likes to build 
sandcastles and to 
be very competi¬ 
tive with die other 
people on the 
beach. She wants 
Hulk Hogan's castle to be the 
biggest" 

He confesses that his charily 
work affects him deeply and 
that he thanks God everyday 
that he and his wife Linda have 
two healthy children. ■ 


AFTER DEFEATING Turkey 
and Northern Ireland the Eng¬ 
lish national squad are looking 
forward to their World Cup 
qualifying play-off with Hol¬ 
laed, on April 28 at Wembley. 

The English team must pick 
up two points to stay on course 
for the 1994 Cup finals in 
America. So it's hardly sorpris- 
. ing that the English interest in 
the match is so great It is -11 
years since England last beat 
the Dutch, and with the likes of 
Guillit, Van Basten, Bergkamp, 
Rijkaard and Koeman in their 
line-up, it wont be any easier 
match. 

When England last met Hol¬ 
land in the 1990 Cup finals in 


Who’s Malik Abdul 
Aziz and who’s his 
new wife? 



: ^ 
















Mike - Malik 


^ WILL MIKE Tyson soon 
insist on an Islamic name? 
Iron Mike, as he was known 
before being jailed, is consid¬ 
ering taking a leaf out of Mo¬ 
hammad Ali's book. Ali, it 
should be remembered, was 
once known as Cassius Clay 


WORD WISE 


Q. 1 have read the contrac¬ 
tions “he’s’* and “there's" used as 
“he has" and “there has" instead 
of the correct “he is" and “there 
is.” These obvious mistakes have 
appeared in legitimate publica¬ 
tions. What do you make of this? 

A. The copy editors could be 
bids who don't know any better 
or illiterates. But my guess is the 
corruption of these contractions 
is creeping into the vernacular. 
What is this world coming to ...? 

Send questions or comments for 
Word Wise to P.O. Box 4367, Or¬ 
lando. Fla. 32802-4367. 


and now Tyson, the former 
world heavyweight champi¬ 
on, has apparently adopted 
the name Malik Abdul Aziz, 
Malik being the Muslim 
equivalent of Mike. 

Mike is also planning to 
marry in jail. Geraldine Eecl- 
lestou, 20, has been living at 
his palatial Ohio estate and 
making regular visits to 26- 
year-old Tyson, who is now 
serving six years in an India¬ 
na prison. A spokesman at 
the prison said: "all they 
have to do is apply to the 
prison authorities, then wait 
60 days." 


Sports 


F I a s 



w Two second-half goals by Gianlugi Lentini gave AC 
Milan a 2-2 draw against Napoli in the Italian Series A 
last week. 


Briton Dave Lewis broke up the CIS domination of 
the Northumberland Castles athletics challenge four- 
and-a-half-mfle invitation race. 


w Scottish veteran Mike Miller and Irishman Paul 
McGinley both shot 69 to stay in sight of a first Europe¬ 
an tour victory in the Lyon Golf Open. 


Heavyweight Alex Garda successfully defended his 
North American Boating Federation title by stopping 
West Turner on a first-round technical knockout 


Francisco Cabrera, the American Baseball star will 
move to the Japanese Baseball League after leading the 
Atlanta Braves team to make their triumph this spring. 


w Andreas Goldberger of Austria captured bis first 
World Cup Ski Jump title last week with a second-place 
finish behind Norway’s Espan Bredesen in the season's 
final competition. 


v Katrin Krabbe said, last week, she feared she could 
be branded a drugs cheat for the rest of her career, even 
if her recent four-year doping ban was lifted. 


Former Argentine World Cup captain Daniel Passa- 
rella launched a blistering attack on his nation's soccer, 
saying it was dominated by fear and with few! play. 


•r Australian World-ranked super welterweight, Troy 
Walters was forced to withdraw from his fight with 
American Carl Sullivan after failing a medical test. 


Total prize money at this year's French Open Tennis 
Championships will surpass $8 million. The men’s sin¬ 
gles' winner on June 6 will collect a check for $522500, 
the women's champion reedring §485,000. Overall prize 
money has been increased by nine percent compared 
with 1992. 


MAGICWORD 


Crossword 
Puzzle 


HOW TO PLAY: Read the list of words. Look at the puzzle. 
You’d find these words in aH directions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally. diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each let¬ 
ter of a word found In the puzzle, then strike it off the fist. 
Circling it will show a letter has been used but will leave it 
visible should it also form part of another word. Find the trig 
words first- When letters of all listed words are circled, you'd 
have the aiven number of letters left over. They'd spell out 


have the given number of letters left over. They'd sped out 
your MAGtCWOflD. 


IBBBB BEBHDBBQ0I 
IBBDB UfeJLlUU UGlLlLlI 
LltJLHJ tJIltiLill BUBUI 
BBEBnQBD EJBnQBB 
KOBE) BBCiO | 
[BOBBED BHDBnnn] 
(HBBDD BDUlilB UdO 
IBEHD B0IDO0 BBUEJ 
[ODD nUEOO OHEHJHi 
IBDBBUDB BF3DUBBI 
IDEHH DBDD 
BB0QBH KUBEIBHBMQ 
|BOOf3 DDI1CJD killfill 
BBEJEJ EGOQO RUOCjl 
lEBED BBOBEi HBOBI 


FAVORITE ATHLETES (Sol.: 6 letters) 
A-Aaron; B-Banks, Bird, Bossy. Brock; C-Car- 
ew;D-Dean, Drysdale; E-Esposito; F-Ford, Fra¬ 
zier; G-Gretzky; H-Hamill, Hull; J-Johnson; K- 
Kelly, Koufax; L-Lewis, Louganis. Louis; M- 
M an tie, Marciano, Marino, Maris. Mays. 
Montana; N-Namath; O-Owens; P-Payton, 
Pele; R-Retton, Ruth. Ryan; S-Sayers, Seaver, 
Snider, Spitz; T-Thorpe; U-Unitas; W-Weiss¬ 
muller, West; Y -Yastrzemski 


DROFI 
FRAZI 
REI TS 
E D C B E 
LI ANA 
LNRO V 
US ES E 
MO WNR 
S NHHS 
S ATOR 
I I UJ S 
ECRKO 
WRNHA 
MA NT L 
B ME L A 


K S ME Z R T 
EROUNI T 
E WN O WE N 
PS TS KC O 
RP A YOBE 
OI NAHTA 
HTAMZ NA 
TZ J KRAO 
RE Y AS ET 
ETTONDI 
I UOLPNS 
UFAXELO 
MI L L L L P 
EWI SEUS 
DS YRDHE 


SAY 
AS L 
S GL 
RBE 
DMK 
MAN 
Y RS 
Al I 
NS N 
ONA 
NOG 
I TU 
R Y O 
A A L 
MPA 


This Week’s Answer: JORDAN 

$1993. Tnoune Media Services 


Italy, they lost to them. 

England captain, David Platt 
says: T think we are in danger 
of over-rating them because we 
still remember the 1988 Euro¬ 
pean Cup and the way they 
beat us in Germany," he adds. 
"But they are all five years old¬ 
er and no longer the players 
they were. Rijkaani, Koeman 
and Gullit were fantastic in 
1988 but I think we can now 
deal with them. Koeman can 
still produce those brilliant 50- 
yaid passes but be and Rijkaard 
will not fancy the scat of pres¬ 
sure we can put them under at 
the back. I doubt if Van Basten 
will be fit and that's a bonous 
for us. Bergkamp is dangerous 
but we've got a few they will 
be worried about as well. Tm 
confident we will beat them to 
set up our chances of qualify- 
ing. They've, already dropped 
three points and another defeat 
will put them under real pres¬ 
sure." 

Graham Taylor, the manager, 
agrees with Platt that theyH not 



Khalid Skah and the dirty 


Kenyan conspiracy 




be overawed by the Dutch. - 

Tve seen them lose in Nor¬ 
way, draw in Poland and strug¬ 
gle a bit to beat the Turks,” he 
said” They have problems and 
are getting very uptight They 
have more to worry about than 
us at Wembley aud it’s impocr, 
tant we realize,that"* ’ : 

But it’s also-Important for 
Taylor to realize that he can’t 
go into the Wembley match 
with the same line-up he was 
eventually forced to use in Tur¬ 
key. ■ 


MOROCCAN SPKXNTCR. 
Khalid Skah, tire world champi¬ 
on in 1990-91 and Kenya’s pub- 
lie enemy No.l, lost bis battle 
against the Kenyans at the 
World Cross-Country, Champi¬ 
onships, that took- place at 
Amorebieta, Spain, last Week. 

From the first moment of the 
championship, Skab wa&a tar¬ 
get of the Spanish crowd's hos¬ 
tility and the Kenyans revenge. 
So it was an unequal confronta¬ 
tion between a lonely man in a 
hostile environment and a team 
of enemies who came there not 
to win but to wipe him out ... 

After his victories in 1990 
and 1991, the Kenyans devised 
a brilliant plan to defeat him on 
the track in the 1991 Work! 
Championships. Thomas Osano 
was instructed to stay back in 
the 10,000 metres and slow 
Skah down while Moses Tanui 
and Cbelmo forged ahead; the 
gold and silver medals went to 
Kenya while Skah was left with 
tiie bronze. Then, in ihe*cross.- 
country l - ■ the 

Oiythipibs, 1 Skah -ended fourth, 
beaten, he said, by Kenyan foul 
play. : 

"They were pushing me and 
stopping in front of J me," he 
claimed. 


Few 

hours be¬ 
fore the 
competiti 
on, Sam 
Suero, 
the Ken¬ 


yan team 
manager 
told die 
reporters 
that they 
will beat 
Skah in 


any.way... 

"As for :. 

Skah, it is the collettiverespon- 
sibility to beat him,”fre.said. r •' 

In other Words, the Kenyan 
Gang, who lotew .that the Mo¬ 
roccan leant was : not . strong 
enough to balance .the contest, 
were ready to do anything to 
stop Skah from wining. They 
won the battle and defeated 
him, and won seven out of 
eight gold medals at the World 
Cross-Country Championships, 
Skhfr ik another VfetiDk of our 
Arab federations that desen bar 
world xhampioast in time-of 
need, and let them face their 
fate alone^B ‘ 


tew 


Mohammad AJ-Tbaber 


Scrambled Word 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



. ACROSS 
1 Pace 
5 Light boat 
10 The birds 

14 Alliance 

•.- •. acronym - • 

15 Sunt 

16 Rower 

17 Inland sea 

18 Action . 


Now arrange die circled Utters to 
form the emprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. . 


Answer here: 



18 Arachnid . 
. 20 Directing 

- principle ' 
. 22 Stages 

24 Demeanor 
-25-Hurried. 

26 Glossy ; 

fabrics'' 
29 North star 

33 Fissure 

34 In fact 

36 Picnic . 

- Intruder'•- 

37 Antarctic -. 
sea . 

38 Priggish 

: - one " •’ .! 

39 fcasp. 

40 Total: abbr. 

41 Mints 

.42 Ascended 


43 Children's 
spring 
dance 
45 plagues 
48 Toward the 
mouth 

47 Netting 

48 Merchant " 
51 Camper’s. 

■ '■ need-.,. . 
Kr-He ftadan " 
_ Irish Rose 
56 Hot under 
the collar 
58.Atop' - 

59 Dumb — _ 

60 Lame land 
BT Falls' 

behind 

62 Chalcedony 

63 Possessive. 

64 Ottiw - : 


DOVfK V. 
: t Break . . 
suddenly 

2 Pol plant ! 

3 Lat. abbr. 

4 Art ot dis¬ 
putation 

6 Asserts 


6 Mohammedan 
. scriptures 
■ '1 Romaivroad . 

8 Devotee 

9 Staff for 
Old Glory . 

10 Reet 

11 Empty 

12 Noble ■ 
flalian 

..family : . 

13 Sights 
2i Kitchen ' 

-feature 
23 Depend 

25 Potatoes 

26 Getlostl 

27 Bouquet 

28 Sapid - 

30 Increase 
In salary 

31 Creek 

32 British 
guns . ‘ 

34 Attempted 

35 Row . - 

38 Diametrical 
/opposition 

39 Angler's 
need 

41 Center : 


42 Taka a 
breather 

44 Long- . 
handled 
weapon 

45 Stephen and 
: William 

47 MaaSifring . 
device 

48 Pedestal 
part 

49 Black, to 
poets 

50 Well* 
ventilated 

51 Forbidden 

52 Racetrack 
shape 

53 Table . 
supports 

54 Gaelic 

57 — Grande 


mass r«n um s«v&«*.ir*c- 


By Tannah Hirsch 
TEST YOUR PLAY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 965 
9KQS 
0 AQ7 

* K 9 42 

WEST EAST 

4 A Q 2 *3 

9 10832 9A574 

0 8 3 O 10 9 68 2 

4JS65 * Q 10 3 

SOUTH 

* KJ 10 874 
9 J6 

0 KJ 4 

* A 7 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 « Pass 1 4 Paw 

1 NT Pass 4 O Pass. 


t> 18 8 3 2 
0 83 


Opening of O - 

We expect most of our readers Co 
have so problem with this h and. 
Cover up the East-West ends and 
decide bow you, as South, would 
play four spades after the opening 
kad of the eight of diamonds. 

Tbs auction is normal, shhongh 
Sooth, with honors In every suit, 
might have ve n t u re d three no tramp 
rather than four spades despite bis 
six-card suit. However, there is no 


denying that the .final con tract was 
the best, and a heavy- favoritei to . 

When this was pfcyed. de- 
daxer saw do problem. He won the 
o p e n i ng lead m dummy with 1 the 
queen and ran the nine of trumps to 
West’s queen. The diamond return 
was again won on the table and an¬ 
other. trump was ted. 

It was only when East staffed a 
Ugh heart an this that declarer’s 

predicament began to dawn on hirm 
West took his tnunpace, led abort 
to his partner's ace and raffed the- 
rfiamrmri return for a one-trick set. . 

If you played the hand the same 
way, you were unlucky to go down. 
However, the opening lead should 
have alerted you to the possibility of 
a ruff, and you should have taken 
steps to forestall that wramialiey : 

You . can't afford • to touch 
tnimps. After winningthe diamond" 
opening lead-yon should immediate¬ 
ly force out the aoe of brass. Win 
the (fiamond retain in dummy mid 
l«h-« diwnn nd ifi aX fdflalfc third 
r heart. Tfeatgnarahtees the contract 
rexardkas of who is short in dtar 
i moods- Easy.x«*? H-:; 



Scrambled word solution 


•oas p«m in* awiiwsW' - 


HA33M 


S3AHn03Hi— m 
. , w ir yii top wnwm.gq^ 

arifcUNO SS3HO Aljau 


aoMSuy 

AU3H O0MSUV 




[SVslP 















































































Auanlim'Z'r".'.'.' '"” 6372«2 

. 

Belgian.. 

Canadian. 8 '“ l , 3 ,l 

Cypres Honorary Cons.::.. 6 7 ”« 

Czechoslovakian _ 7? 

Danish Consulate Gen ” 622324 
Finnish Consulate ---, 623 ™ 

.. 

Greek ..-gSJ 

Hungarian...£S*J 

S". 

•{ BLr- 

Consulate Gen. Ireland""630878 

Jopanne ; . 6724 ^ 

Yugoslavian. 6 * 5^7 

.. 

Moroccan. 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625 165 

Indonesian. on SQI . 

North Korean .ZZ- 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

■22?"* ..686155 

Palestine....677517 

People's Rep. of China.. 666139 

PhiUipines- 645161 

Polish.. .. 637153 

;.-.644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian...... 814154 

South Korean _ 660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss...-...686416/7 

Syrian....-- 641076 

Tunisian —.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates.644369 

United Kingdom__823100 

United States of America.. 820101 

USSR.-.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC..668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA.-.. 669194/8 

(Taiwan) -671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka_645312 

Con of Iceland .....698851 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round.Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel HiJJ). Opening 
hours: 9 ajn - 5 pan.). Closed 
T uesdays.Tel:638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a_m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 


The Star’s 

b V 31 



pfpliSS 


AeS« ^ yemen) - 653691 

fcSfcirr-SSS 

Ail 1 ™?* - -666055 / 667824 

Air I amt 3 -688301/2 

Alitalia.. 625203 

Arab Wings-894484 

Adna Airways--667029 

Austrian Airlines.,637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

Bntish Airways_641430 

China Airlines_637380 

Cathay Pacific_ 624363 

Cyprus Airways_66702$ 

Egypt Air.- 630011 

■Emirates Airiines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air-653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines_639295 

Iberia-637827/644036 

Iran Air-- 622826 

Japan Airlines _630879 

K-L.M -622175 

Korean Airlines™ 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines -. 643831/2 

Lufthansa_ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.E.A-- 636104 

Olympic---630125/638433 

PIA - 625981 

Phillippine Airlines_670155 

Polish Airlines_ 625981 

Qantas-641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian_ 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines- 675888 

Saudia_ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines — 604649 

Singapore Airlines_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines_.......... 694501 

Swiss Air (Gi!A.)659791/641906 

USAIR---694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian._637380 

Thai Airways__604649 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines -_659102 

Yemenia Airways..628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Diary 


1 

§ 

Algeria.__......._ 

Argentina.. 

Buenos Aires I 
Australia__-. 

........ 2J3 

_54 

. 61 

Adelaide 8 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 

Melbourne 3 

Perth 9 

Sydney 2 

.... 43 

Vienna 222 

_ 973 


. 32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazilliafil 

Rnlgnria- 

_359 

Sofia 2 

Canada...- 

.... 1 

Ottawa 613 

.56 

Santiago 2 

. . 357 

Nicosia 21 

Prague 2 

Denmark----— 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

_45 

593 

Quito 2 

20 

Cairo 2 

B.'m. wt 

Dublin r 

Cork 21 

—358 

HdstnkiO 

France--- 

_33 




*&&&&& Codes.* 

' /*'' < v »/*/•< > ' ”, * * * S 'j* ^ " *' 

Germany W.— 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece....30 


mat OO 


Amsterdam 20 
Ronerdam 10 

North Yemen..-.. 


Athcns/Pirseus 1 

Al Bayda 6 


Hungary—....36 

Hodeidah 3 


Budapest 1 

Sanaa 5 


India....—-91 

Taiz 4 


Bang lore 812 

Nigeria... 

...234 

New Delhi 11 

Lagos 1 


Bombay 22 

Norway..... 

.. 47 


Oslo 2 


And all cities with area codes be- 

Oman—.-. 

.. 968 

ginning with 133 , 43 . 6 , 7 , & 8. 

Pakistan—. 

. 92 



.- 62 

Jakarta 21 

__39 

Rome 6 

.- 964 

Baghdad 1 

..81 

Tokyo 3 

..- 254 

Nairobi 2 

_965 


. 82 

Seoul 2 

.— 218 

Tripoli 21 

..961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.___ 

.. 60 


- Star 

O Jordan's pofitieal, economic 
and cultural weekly 


Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico-___ 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco__.... 

Ffez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands- 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/lslamabad 51 

Paraguay___ 

Asuncion 54 

Peru. 

Lima 14 

Philippines___ 

Manila 2 

Poland.__ 

Warsaw 22 

Qarar...- 

Romania-__ 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.. 

AI-Khobar 3 
Ai-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh I 

Spain... 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid I 


Marbclla 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..-.94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.™.249 

Khartoum II 

Sweden... 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria...- 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan..S86 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia. 216 

Tunis I 

Turkey.-.-. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul I 

UAE.. 971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK.-.44 

London (inner 7I/outer S1) 

Uruguay.59S 

Montevideo! 

USA—. I 

New York 212718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela___ 58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia.—.—.38 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemorate.,..91228 

Amman Civil Defence-198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid—. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept. .—....661111 

Ambulance.193.775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence rcsucc. 630341 

Police rescue_ 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co......636381 4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(OS) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 


Hospitals 


Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

K. haled i Maternity.644281:6 

Aklch Maternity.642441. 1 2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman.. 636141 

Palestine. Shmcisani.664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. S45S45 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.667227-9 

The Islamic. Atxlali.. 666127 37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali. 6641646 

Italian-Al-Muhajrecn.777101-3 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111 26 

Army. Marka.S‘>I611.15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240 50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television.773111.19 

Radio Jordan.774111 1 9 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.625101 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 




Royal Cultural Centre - 66 1026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 
British Council—636147/8 
French Cultural Centre— 637009 

Goethe Institute.- 641993' 

Soviet Cultural Centre— 644203 
Spanish Cultural Centre - 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre-665195 

Hussein Youth City-667181/5 

Y.W.CA_ 641793 

Y.W.M.A- 664251 

Amman Mun. Library— 637111 
Univ. of Jordan Library— 834555 
R. S.C. N._.837931/ 837937 




Concord—___ 

Rainbow—. 

Plaza 12.—i 

Philadelphia-—...:.- 
Nijoum.:—- 


__ 677420 

_ 625155 

674111. 
——. 634144 
...._675571 


Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Spons City_ 

Orthodox Club- 

Royal Automobile dub... 
Royal Shooting Chib.— 

Royal Chess Club—- 

Royal Racing Qub—— 09- 
Jordan Bridge Assoc- 


667181 

810491 

815410 

736572 

673713 

■801233 

.676990 


Jordan's leading 
economic news¬ 
letter. Published 
by Info-Media. 
Call 652-380 


Al AndaJusiah— 
Swan National.— 
Shakhshir.. 

AlJabal _ 

Kada. -- 

Al-Labadi 

National-.. 

Nebo- 

Petra.—.— 

Al-Rimal.-.—— 

Al-Samer —.- 

SateJite- 

Star.- 

Sahara.-- 

Hertz (Inti.)-.- 

Al-Waha _., 

Amin Jarrar._ 

Amman-.. 

Arabian--- 

Avis--- 

Al Barakeh_ 

Budget- 

De'as_:_ 

Dirani --- 

Europcar _ 

General Services. 


KEfir.'S 


..606821 

_ 694882 

_ 668958 

__606669 

..665161/665153 
,._L——JJT3554 

..639197/8 

... 816792 

_ 605501 

— .. 639861 

_771707 

..625767/621471 

.. 604904 

.694883 

.. 694802 

__674105 

_670498 

_ 666327 

_641350 

..-699420 

— .—687988 

__604230 

— .669970 

_.660601 

_601350/80 

_674100 


Amman 

Crown..798181 

Philadelphia —. 663100 

Marriott-..:— 660100 

.Regency, 

Jerusalem ■'ZX65094 

InterContinental- 641361 

Ambassador-—... 665186 

Commodor .—.665181 

Middle East. 667150 

Grand Palace...661121 

Tycbe ..661! 14 

International———. 841712 

San Rock... 813801 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Amra .-. 815071 

Plaza .-...674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday Inti__312426 

Miramar.—...314340 

Al-Cazar__ 314131 

Coral Beach.—313521 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Aqaba..314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel....316636 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Catho¬ 
lic) Jabal Amman.Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

DelaSaUe Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic). Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel.622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church or the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafich. Tel. 775261. 

St- Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh.Tel 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani, Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
Summaq Tel. SI 1295. 


Fbreign Affairs / Jabal Amman TeL 644361 
Interior Ministry/ Jabal Amman Tel. 663111 
Finance & Customs Abdali Tel. 636321 
Public Health/Jahal Al-Husse in Td. 665131 
Education/Abdali Td.669I8I 
Higher Education ! Jubaiha Tel. 847671 
Justice / Shmaisani Td. 663101 
Planning / Jabal Amman TeL 644466 
Public Works & Housing / Abdali TeL 668481 
Municipalhin & Enw in m me nr / Jabal Amman TeL 641393 
Industry & Trade / Abdali TeL 663191 
Supplies / Abdali TeL 602122 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs. Jabal At-Husscin TeL 666141 

Agriculture.' University Road Td 686151 

Labour/Abdali Td 698186 

Social Development / Jabal Amman Td. 673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle TeL 641461 

Post & Communications / Eighth Circle Td. 624301 

Information / Jabal Amman Td 641467 

Water & Irrigation / Shmaisani Td 680100 

Energy & Mineral Revource* I Swaifeycb TeL 815615 

Culture / Jahal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University Td. 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs / Abdali Td. 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities/ Jabal Amman TeL 642311 


N ESSM AN 


G DID E 


For A Superb Meal 
Think of 

( Amigo Nabeol ) 

Oriental Appetizers & 
European Food. 
Located in a quiet 
central area 
1st circle, Jebel 
Amman 

Tel: 1538031 & 622617 



i UtHMao Hon D'ooonoo 

> Oriental Guafas 
t EUropem Spedaftto* 

- Steafc Taira 
-Pepoef Ste* 

-nwiAgnon 

-Barfo — 

- DUMfl Own Au Zo™ 

Tower BMe. 23rd Floor 

For Rw^vsOon Td: 634034/S 







International Dishes 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Ln;d' 1 . & icaa 
I A*! Arj-uji -/rdCixic For Rev;vii;nTc! 


\L ANDALOS1A 

Rent a car 



77re first haute cuisine, 
menu designed for those 
. who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 



■Hie most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread , 
■Cakes &. Pastries G 


7th eiroln. Tel. 820099 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


llAltttTEL 


n 


Amman-TeL 668193 
P.OJBox 9403-Fax 602434 
Tele* 23888 DAJROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Open daily from midday W m/diught 
* Patisserie. Brasserie and ice cream in 
the afternoon 

■ Real French Cuisine for Lunch and 
Dinner We guarantee your satisfaction 
For menaaans please cad 685746 
Try It ... We Are Sure You WiU Like Id 


caimue omdlave mmc«i mu 
CU.MS 



in Jordan 

IstCkde. Jabal Amman, near 
AMyyahfiifts School 





t choice I 


qa Da 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


For reservations call (03) 31663 6 
Fax (03) 318246 

~ '■ -41.1—!. 



Copying Center 

Photocopying 
Blue Prints 
Book Bindings . 

Lamination Of Big SizeMaps 

Anwar Abbas & CO. 
Gardens SlAL- Ghtxu Center 
TeL 692119 -692184, 
Fax. 692148, 


To advertise in this 
space, call us at 
652-380 


^piDOCTORfl^ 


tfSCBE HITH RR HUB sms 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help yon 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Call:682097 
Our name says it all 


To advertise in this space, call us at 
652-380 


advertise 


call us at 
652-380 













































































































































































































































llTHE STAR 



THE STAR'S 


—■ ^■ «J -M \ 
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W-I :.<r± 


COMPUTING & HIGH TECH 




N 


O 


Next Week: 

Lotus fmprov for 
Windows 
Jordanian pro- 
Igrammer receives in¬ 
ternational acclaim 
for revolutionizing 
data compression. 


Microsoft Middle East Training Centres 

m- Microsoft Middle Hast has announced that it will be setting up Authorized Training CMtrers 
(ATCs) across die region to give instruction in die use of all its products. Microsoft Authorized Train¬ 
ing Centres will provide essential and advanced training oa the Windows 3.1 operating system, 
Microsoft Excel, a leading spreadsheet package for Windows and Microsoft Wo rd, n ow in 
year. Other leading edge packages on which training will be available include Microsoft PowerPoint 
for Windows, the presentation, system and the Microsoft Works integrated package combining graph¬ 
ics. word-processing and spreadsheet. 

Charles Allen, general manager of Microsoft Middle East which was established last year to co¬ 
ordinate die company's strategy in the region, including training, said the company had a strong poli¬ 
cy of supporting investment in its software products through education. . ' ; 

Microsoft Authorized Training Centres can be established by any organisation demonstrating a 
commitment to maintaining facilities, hardware and personnel de d ic a te d to Microsoft training. 


•■QMS have released a new 
line of laser printers that con¬ 
tribute a great deal to the con¬ 
cept of "laming" printers mak¬ 
ing them friendlier to use. This 
is due to the QMS Crown tech¬ 
nology incorporated into these 
lasers. 

Crown technology has some 
interesting features to offer 
when it comes to sharing your 
printer across a network be¬ 
cause all you have to do is take 
the optional network cable and 
plug it in. Also the printer's 
spooler will see to it that you 
don't need a new server. 

Another feature offered is 
"automatic collation" which 
should make any printing job. 
including several copies of a 
document of several pages. 
Normally when you print 5 
copies of a 5 page document, 
for example, the printer will 
print 5 copies of page 1 fol¬ 
lowed by 5 copies of page 2. 
Crown processes the whole 
document and enables the user 
to put the pages in the order the 
user needs. 

Also you could print on both 
sides of the paper on some 
crown printers. On the subject 
of confusing printouts, Crown 
should be capable of making 
booklet printing an easy job, 
due to the fact that the printer 
will automatically re-order and 
down scale the size of the pag¬ 
es from A4 to AS making it as 
easy as possible. 

Crown also includes thumb¬ 
nail printing which basically 
means that you can scale down 
all the pages in your report into 


Incorporating the new 'Crown technology 9 

QMS bring user-friendliness 
to color laser printing 


a single A4 or A3 sheet for pre¬ 
view. 

These double 
sided printouts 
save on paper 
too. To prevent 
long cues at the 
printer QMS 
Crown can start 
printing a job 
while processing 
another which 
means that the 
printer ’ doesn't 
slow down. 

Paper jam han¬ 
dling recovery is 
another feature 
since the printer 
will reprint lost pages automat-;. 
ically without having to send 
them to printing again. 

Different drivers. for Win¬ 
dows 3.1, Unix, DEC and Mac-; - 
intosh are supplied with the 
primers to see to it that the us- : 
ers applications are compatible 
with the printer used. All 
Crown printers are compatible 
with all the established printer 
languages such as Postscript, 
HP-PCL and others. 

An interesting feature of 
Crown printers is that they can 
tell wether the job sent to it is 
PostScript, PCI, HP-GL or any 


other one of the languages that 
may be on board. This is be¬ 
cause of Emulation Sensing 



Processor (ESP) also a Simul¬ 
taneous Interface Operation 
.(SIO) which guarantees that 
nobody has to wait around for 
their job to be accepted. The 
QMS 860 Print System pro¬ 
vides the user with 600 dpi 
print quality on A3 size paper 
which is ideal for DTP- and 
CAD users. Ifs printing speed. 
is 8 pages per minute which is 
just about average for its class 
of laser printers and it comes 
with 12MB RAM which 
should be sufficient to process 
some of the bigger print jobs. 
If it isn't, you can increase the 


memory to 32Mb RAM. 

The printer incorporates the 
Crown technology with all the 
features, printer languages and 
connectivity. It could serve 
quite well as a network printer, 
but that really depends on the 
size of your network. 

Then there's the QMS Color- 
Script 210 which gives very 
impressive color output for a 
300dpi laser printer. This is an 
A4 printer with a RISC con¬ 
troller to handle all those col¬ 
ors and fonts required by 
graphics and presentation 
print jobs. 

QMS are push¬ 
ing it as network¬ 
ing business 
printer which it is 
except for the fact 
the 8MB RAM 
supplied as stan¬ 
dard might not be 
enough to handle 
quite big graphics - 
printing jobs. 

However it can 
be upgraded to 
32MB. 

Another equal¬ 
ly interesting color printer 
from QMS is the ColorScript 
230 which is a modified 210 
printer with A3 {Hinting capa¬ 


bilities. This means that it is 
absolutely necessary to have 
more RAM memory than the 
210. QMS have accordingly 
supplied the ColorScript 230 
with 13MB of RAM. These 
printers were on show at the 
Office Supplies Exhibition hast 
week with very vibrant and 
colorful output attracting atten¬ 
tion. 

So you're probably wonder¬ 
ing. by now, which one of 
these color-printing wonders is 
going to cost you. The Color- 
Script 230 is priced at around 
JD 8600. If you could live 
without A3 size printing and 
are ready to settle for color A4 
printouts then you're going to 
need JD 5329 for the Color- 
Script 210. 

Both primers use QMS 
Crown technology. As for the 
QMS 860, it is priced at JD 
4495. For more information on 



these products yon can contact 
Modem Systems & Computer 
Trade, the authorized distribu¬ 
tors for Jordan. ■ 


Arabic 
Windows NT 

MICROSOFT CORP. has 
begun the process of Ar¬ 
abizing its 32-bit operat¬ 
ing system, Windows NT 
(which stands for New 
Technology). Users and 
software publishers all 
over the world are await¬ 
ing the Latin version of 
this operating system 
which is long overdue ; 
since Microsoft an¬ 
nounced it last year. De-_ 
velopment lots and test 
versions have been= 
around for some time 
now, but the main product 
is waiting in the wings. It 
is expected that Windows. 
NT will make its debut at 1 
the Comdex computer 
show this summer. 

Arabic language users 
are. not expected to get 
their own version of this 
first release. Microsoft 
Middle East say that the 
Middle East Product De¬ 
velopment team zs work¬ 
ing closely with the Win¬ 
dows NT development 
team in order to release an 
Arabization of NT in the 
shortest period possible 
after releasing the Latin 
version. This version will 
be modified to include 
many features Microsoft: 
couldn't include in the 
first release. ■ 


Ytmr 
comments.are 

van table to 
•ns. V.v write !<* 
i'Otiox i'JIS. 


•r After six years of hoHing“tficir expo. Ideal Systems 
notmct^ the Apple Expo^Q ttilre held at the ; 

eel oh the days April S- 23 - 24 . U»,show will run from ^OWTan 
,tb 1:00 pm and fr«an-4^00 pro to 9:00 pm. '-••V - • 

.' This year's expo wiU'benuHkftf by the new wavj>t J***®j“? 
the stands: "There wfif.be rm-ftfciai G«we section whirt wfll mciuws 
die Apt^DevrfopBMm Cmrre .stand and *be Idea^DcvriopctePt 
' stand werejron can see At-Mubasib Al-Mbhaii 
tire new package, AtMnr^wb-Al*Mitiwlu Then- rbwe s Hw Apple 
'.Central stand.- and. /.-jr LlL'* rim \ V • 

. new - third - ; section 

. which is the Granitic * 

Ails Center. This. te- 

ordering represents ju- 
parting. with .: .thtt,. 

“booth" system 

lowed: for^: tire last: - SHHHBp m 

' coapfeof vears- ThiS - . 

according to Mr Basal •„ •=' 

Tummi, ; Marketing < 'L.>. 

and Sales Managerisne&aastf; “our company is becwnm^anwIP 
branch operation/' ••• ;■ ' • _ *' ' Lr» - ■ 

As always, there will tea,number of useful seraanars 
ule of whfch is presented below) and the Hands-On sectiofrwmf 
.was featured - in Iast_ycars show for die first time will ,«so «. 
presenttMsyear. ; ... -, •; ' .2 

New Macintosh products on show w»U mdutfc we already fit. . 
..mouS'Madnto^htColor^Classic and tire- new Mac uwcampiet 
L: - wiflr multi-media capabilities and the Mac Uvj.-Gucsts io this yew- 
show include Graftsofl who'll be showing their AichiCAD ' 

- age for Architectural desgn. on the Mac and .Map Graphics .Wittt 
their Geographical Information System. Representatives of bot^i 
companies will be'giving seminars on these products; Anotherspe^ 
dal product on show will be Arch IS which is ax*. Arabic «wvlu v ^£ 

system. .■ • .. 

Following is the Seminar Schedule: . -J* 

■ Thursday April 22 93 .,. •^ ; 

l(k3Q Educati on: Macintosh and education. _• . 

1200: ArchlS: A look at Apple's archiving system. . Ty 

4*30 Color Reproduction: The perfect combination of DTP ana 

color reproduction, Apple and Unotyope^Hell : - £ . 
6:00 ArchiCad: Tire powerful architecture application.. . 

7:00 Idea! Accountant' The award winning accounting package 

■ Friday April 23 " • — - . . ... ' . . 

1030 Home Users: Home, finance, budgeting monthly expens¬ 
es, educational games encyclopedias 

12,00 Office Automation: Are ybo thinking of Automating ype . 
office? This session win address the dsuly office rasks using thi 
Mac. --- " 

430 Advanced DTP: Some vital features that Mac users ibould 
beawareof. : 

630 Power Agenda: A complete and comprehensive Arabic 4 
electronic diary that meets the needs of today's^business people. 

. ■ Saturday April 24 \ - - 

1030 Map Graphics: The new geographical information sys- 
. tern that offers graphic ?nd database, management for computer- 
aided mapping. " 

12:00 MultlMedla: Technoldgy. in the year 2000. The creative 
interaction between computers and audio visual systems through 
the use of Apple’s QuickTime. • 

430 Enterprise Systems Division: The Power of the Macintosh 
to network with all sorts of other environments such as PCs Mini£ 

Mainframes. - / - ■ - ■:.. ' - 

6:30 EngiheeHng: Take a look at what is available for engineers 
ontheMac. • . 
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A MAJOR mosaic has recently been uncovered at Petra 
foUowmg a 10-month excavation of a Byzantine church 
on a ridge above the Roman road. The excavation, be¬ 
gun in May 1992, has disclosed that the structure, her 
lieved to have been the Cathedra! of Petra,-has mosaics 
in the two tide aisles, each measuring approximately 68 
square meters. • 

Hie whole structure is about 25 metres long and 16- 
metres wide with walls preserved to a height of three.: 
metres in scone places. Tire mosaic in the northern able 
of tire structure measures 22.6 metres by 3 metres and Is 
in very good co n dition^ the background is brflHant yel¬ 
low and some of the figures show exceptional detailing, 

The mosaic in the southern aisle, measuring 233 me¬ 
tres by 33 meters, is rdativeiy intact and has a geomet¬ 
ric background and figures which personify Wisdom, 
The Earth, The Sea and The £easons of the Year identi¬ 
fied by inscriptions. 

Excavations at Petra . are. c u r r e n tly being conducted 
by the America Centei* of Oriental R^eaxch (ACOR) 
with tire purpose of enhancing and broadening die tour? , 


istic attraction of Petra. ACOR is supported in this on*, 
detivor by the Ministry bf TouriSm and Antiquities u# 
.Jordan.- • .... - -• .. ■ 

Petr ? *s financed under a grant by 

&e US AgencyTor International Development (TJSAID) - 
office in Amman- AGOR Director Dr Pierre M BQud he- 
came overall director of .tire Petra Project in May 1992 
wtom tire project director. Dr Kenneth W Russell, died 
tragically just as tire excavation was to begin. Dr Russell 

had previously conducted .ai^e<tio|ical:«3BcavutioiE9 at 

“i d f scov a^ and recordeti the moMk site in 
1990. Actual ^work k> tbe field is lcd by ACOR co-, 
<n«ctors Dr Zbigniew Piema and Dr! Robert Schick, 
^Department of Antiq^ 

The ACOR Petra Project iuf-Judes the arc aeolocicjd 
excaratioo, tirecoiKervatiou crffcereco 

wnstnretimiL otn protective^belter over the stteT 













































